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Bishop calls for prayer and 
action for the world’s poor 



THE BISHOP of Oxford is calling on 
churches across the diocese to throw their 
weight behind an international campaign to 
halve poverty by 2015. 

Sunday 19 October has been chosen as a 
global day of prayer and action in support of 
the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), and is being promoted by Micah 
Challenge International, the Global Call to 
Action Against Poverty, and the UN’s ‘Stand 
Up’ campaign. 

‘This is an opportunity for all of us to pray 
and act on behalf of the poor,’ said Bishop 
John. ‘In the words of Micah (6.8), we 
Christians are called “to do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God”. 

‘As the Prime Minister told Anglican 
bishops at the Lambeth Conference, if we all 
work together for change, poverty will be 
eradicated.’ Many congregations are already 
pushing for progress on the MDGs through 
their prayers, campaigning and support for 
partner projects and agencies. Last year more 
than 43.7 million people in 127 countries 
across the world took part in the ‘stand up’ 
movement. ‘If all our churches joined in we 
could add another 50,000 plus to that figure,’ 
he added. 

Bishop John was one of the 1500 people 
who took part in the ‘Walk of Witness’ 
through central London as part of the 
Lambeth Conference. The march - aimed at 
keeping the MDGs on the agenda ahead of 
the meeting of the UN in New York on 25 
September - ended at Lambeth Palace where 
the Prime Minister acknowledged the huge 
contribution of the Anglican Church in 
tackling poverty. 



‘There are millions of people whom you may 
never meet who owe you a debt of gratitude 
for the work that you do in upholding the 
cause of the poor,’ said Gordon Brown. ‘I 
want to thank every person from every 
country for what you do to remind the world 
of its responsibilities.’ 

He was responding to a challenge from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to governments 
around the world to keep their promises on 
the MDGs, which include tough targets for 
tackling child health and education, maternal 
health, equality, hunger, sanitation and the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic by 2015. At present it is 
unlikely that these goals will be achieved. 

Mr Brown called the event ‘one of the 
greatest public demonstrations of faith that 
this great city has ever seen’. 

He said: ‘You have sent a simple and very 
clear message, with rising force, that poverty 
can be eradicated, that poverty must be 
eradicated, and if we can all work together 
for change poverty will be eradicated.’ 

In an impassioned and personal speech, he 
paid tribute to the Church’s work over the 
years to bring an end to slavery, to tackle 
apartheid, and more recently in the ‘Make 
Poverty History’ campaign - even when these 
seemed impossible challenges. 

The Prime Minister’s words were greeted 
with prolonged applause. ‘It was exhilarating 
to hear the Prime Minister in passionate form 
about these morally compelling objectives,’ 
said Bishop John. ‘Now it is up to us to keep 
up the pressure.’ 

To find out more see 
www. micahchallenge.org. uk - 




1,500 people joined the Walk of Witness in London. © Lambeth Conference 



Marketplace office for shop chaplain 

READING’S town centre chaplain is literally 'being the church in the market place 7 by 
temporarily moving his offices into his local John Lewis store. 

Canon Brian Shenton and his assistant had to move out of the neighbouring St Mary 7 s Church 
House, a Georgian Grade II listed building, for repair work to be carried out. 

They faced being left without a base, but managers at John Lewis agreed to provide them with 
space in their department store. 

When the work is completed, the Diocese of Oxford is hoping to lease part of St Mary's Church 
House to the restaurant chain, Cafe Rouge, provided planning permission is granted. Canon 
Shenton and his assistant are planning to move back into the building, along with Reading's 
Tourist Information Office. 

Canon Shenton has been chaplain to John Lewis for more than 20 years and has even worked 
in the store from time to time. 

He said: 'It's not cutting edge ministry, it's just being the church in the market place. We have 
used John Lewis's offices before and they have used our facilities/ 

Frances Hickman, general manager of John Lewis said: 'It is the "good neighbour" thing to do. 
After all, in the past we have often used the church facilities for meetings of our own and we 
often work on projects together, for example, planting new trees in the churchyard. We have 
provided him with an office in the store and set up a PC and telephone lines/ 




com 



mmm 



m sup?* bur or cHAftmakjfh 
coon-wivt.!, since » m 



Online 8t On the A t 4 in Woodstock 








2 



THE DOOR : SEPTEMBER 2008 



News 



Code for women bishops 
must encourage unity 



CHURCH unity must be at the 
centre of the Statutory Code of 
Practice for the appointment of 
women bishops, says one of the 
Bishop of Oxford’s advisers. 

After a six-and-a-half hour 
debate at York University 
members of the General Synod 
voted in favour of the code, 

which will remove legal obstacles 

which currently block the 
appointment of women bishops. 

It will include special 
arrangements for traditionalists 

who cannot 
accept the 

ordination of 
women ministers. 

The Revd 
Antonia Cretney, 

Bishop’s Adviser 
for Women in 
Ordained 
Ministry, said: ‘I very much hope 
that those who have difficulty 
with the ordination of women 
will not reject the Statutory Code 
of Practice out of hand. 

i really strongly believe that the 
result of July's vote is the work of 
the Holy Spirit and that the goal 
of having men and women in 
ministry, working side by side 
equally and trustfully, must be 
good for the health of the Church 
as it participates in the movement 
of God's love towards all people. 

‘How can we be ministers of 
healing and wholeness when we 
are busy building legal barriers 
against one another?’ 

Bishop John, said the decision 
was a cause for great celebration 
for the majority of Anglicans in 
the Oxford diocese, which has 
more than 250 women priests - 
more than any other diocese in 
the Church of England. 

He said: ‘They serve with 
distinction in town and country 



and can now look forward to 
women’s ministry being 
honoured without equivocation.’ 
But he said it was a difficult 
period for negotiation with those 
who oppose women in ministry. 
‘How do we hold together 
celebration and lament?’ he said. 
‘I fully respect the convictions of 
those opposed to this 
development.’ 

He added: ‘My message is to 
rejoice with those who rejoice 
and weep with those who weep, 
but to stay 
close to the 
Lord whose 
generosity is 
all any of us 
have to rely 
on, and whose 
sustaining love 
is guaranteed.’ 

The Revd Ross Northing, vicar 
of Calverton and Stony Stratford, 
who is opposed to women 
bishops, said: ‘The decision of the 
General Synod causes grave 
problems for traditionalists and 
the Code of Practice is 
unworkable and unacceptable.’ 

The draft version of the code 
will be presented to the General 
Synod in February. 

After that date it is expected 
deaneries and parishes will get 
the chance to debate the issue and 
report their views back to the 
diocese. 

The Revd Moira Astin, team 
vicar of St James Church, 
Southlake, is a member of the 
General Synod. See her report at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/page/6 
884/. 

Bishop John’s statement on 
women bishops is published in 
full on the diocesan website at 
www.oxford. 
anglican.org/page/6782/. 



‘Rejoice with those 
who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep' 
Bishop John 




Purple party for Texan Bishop Dena 



A PURPLE tea party was held for ordained women in the diocese to 
celebrate the visit of a female bishop. 

The Rt Revd Dena Harrison, (left) Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese 
of Texas, stayed in Beaconsfield with her husband Larry, prior to 
the Lambeth Conference. 

The party, hosted by the Archdeacon of Buckingham, The Ven 
Karen Gorham, included purple drinks, plates and balloons. 

Archdeacon Karen writes: ‘It was a great occasion and proved to 
be a wonderful opportunity for ordained women in the diocese to 
meet a woman bishop, to be inspired and encouraged.’ 

WANTED: Internal 
Communications Sc 
Publications Officer. 

See www.oxford. 
anglican.org/vacanci 
es or call Sally 
Wildman on 01865 
208200. Closing 
date: 15 September. 

We also need a 
volunteer to help 
proofread the Door 
after the retirement 
of long-serving 
reader Clemency 
Fox. 

You’ll need to be 
able to spare a day 
or two per month 
and have an eegal 
eye for misteaks. 
Excellent coffee on 
offer and the 
satisfaction of a job 
well done. 

Ring Jo on 01865 
208227 for more 
details. 




New editor for the Door 

THE Door has a new editor. Jo Duckies joins 
us from Micah Challenge UK, the anti- 
poverty coalition which spearheaded the 
Lambeth Walk of Witness (p.l), where she 
was Head of Press and Media. She has also 
worked as a reporter on a number of 
regional newspapers including the Oxford 
Mail. 

‘We’re delighted to welcome Jo as our new 
Editor.’ says Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher who is on the Door 
editorial support group. ‘Meanwhile, we 
also owe a debt of gratitude to Sally Jarman 
who has ably stepped into the breach to edit 
the paper three times over the last three 
years. We wish her all the best for the 
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In brief 



Cursillo weekend 

The next residential Oxford Cursillo 
Weekend will take place at the Cold Ash 
Centre, Berkshire, from 24-27 October. 

Matthew Caminer says: Oxford Anglican 
Cursillo is a movement of the Church that 
works within the Diocese to provide a way 
to empower Christians to grow through 
prayer, study and action, and enable them 
to spread God's love. It seeks to nurture 
the active spirituality of individuals within 
their own congregations, and to 
complement and enhance parish strategies 
and plans. Sometimes thought of as a lay 
movement, it is equally directed at 
ordained clergy/ 

Information for clergy about Cursillo is 
available at www.oxfordcursillo.co.uk . or 
from the Revd Angela Linton, a diocesan 
spiritual director, at 10 Yew Tree Court, 
Goring on Thames, Reading, RG8 9HF. 

For details and an application form for 
the residential weekend go to the website. 



Prayer Book contest 
challenges teenagers 

The young meet the not-so-young in a 
nationwide competition for 11-18 year 
olds to promote the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Youngsters from across the country will 
battle it out in regional heats, reading a 
passage of their choice from the Prayer 
Book. The winners will head to London 
early next year for the final, in which they 
will have to recite the passage from 
memory. 

Organised by the Prayer Book Society, 
the 2008/9 competition marks the 20th 
anniversary of the awards that were 
started ‘to capture the interest of children 
in the Prayer Book.' 

Having launched the first English Book 
of Common Prayer in 1549, Thomas 
Cranmer was burnt at the stake in Oxford 
in 1556, but his book remains a bedrock 
of the Church of England and the Anglican 
Communion worldwide. 

The Oxford Diocese heats of the Cranmer 
Awards will take place on Thursday 6 
November at Abingdon School, 
Oxfordshire. For more details contact Stan 
and Marian Hope on 01235 831476 
(stan-hope@tiscali.co.uk). 



Back to Church Sunday 

As summer draws to a close you may be 
wondering whether you can still hold a 
'Back to Church Sunday' in your parish. 

The good news is that even if you haven't 
yet signed up, it's not too late to order 
resources and make plans. 

While many churches are working 
towards the national date of 28 September, 
the diocesan resources are undated which 
means you can be flexible about when you 
hold your special service or services. 

There's lots of information on the 
diocesan website - including case studies 
and tips on how to do Back to Church in a 
hurry. 

See 

www.oxford.anqlican.org/backtochurch or 
you can ring Jane Manley in the 
communications office on 01865 208225 
for help. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Feature 



Leaving the nest 

As thousands of young people prepare to leave home to start 
university, or college this autumn, we look at some of the support 
available to them from the Church and Christian groups, as well as 
one mum's experiences of saying goodbye. 



DESPITE the popularity of gap years after A 
Levels now, university or college is still, for 
many, the first real taste of life away from 
home, which can be exciting and daunting in 
equal measure. It’s important for them to 
remember, then, that they are not alone. 

Among the hundreds of clubs and 
organisations teenagers will come across in 
those first few weeks are representatives of the 
Church and other Christian groups offering 
fellowship and support in a variety of ways. 

'As well as free pizza and drinks 
during Freshers' Week, we give 
them a chaplaincy mug, with 
sweets and basics like tea and 
sugar, as well as contact 
numbers to call if they need 
help or advice.' 

Revc[ Carrie Franklin 

In our own diocese, students starting at 
Reading University can enjoy a Freshers’ 
Barbecue, free lunches, film and games nights, 
and walks to the local pub, run by the 
chaplaincy department. 

Chaplain Mark Laynesmith, says: ‘When 
folk arrive, most of them will be in halls, 
which will be plastered with posters and 
notices of events and clubs or organisations to 
join - our advice is sign up - you can hone 
down to what you really enjoy later on. If you 
have a faith, going along to a faith-based 
group means you immediately have something 
in common to break the ice. 

‘Lots of unis have welcome services and 
information on local churches with 
descriptions and maps. On the first Sunday of 
term at Reading, we have “walking buses” 
with second and third year students walking 
freshers to their own churches to try them out.’ 

Becky Lawson is the ‘female student worker’ 
at St Ebbes’ Church in central Oxford, which 



provides strong support for students 
throughout their time at university or college, 
including weekly lunches after the Sunday 
family service, Focus meetings involving a 
meal, a talk and time to study the Bible 
together, and a host of social activities, as well 
as the opportunity to just talk through any 
problems one-to-one. 

Having someone to talk to confidentially 
can also be reassuring for students if they feel 
homesick or have a problem. The Revd Carrie 
Franklin at Bucks New University says: ‘As 
well as free pizza and drinks during Freshers’ 
Week, which gives people a chance to get to 
know us and each other, we give them a 
chaplaincy mug with sweets and basics like tea 
and sugar, as well as contact numbers to call if 
they need help or advice. We also run a daily 
drop-in during term time. 

‘Again we encourage students with a faith to 
get involved in their local churches. We have 
an ‘adopt a student’ scheme which teams up 
young people with families within a church 
congregation for support.’ 

More than 20,000 students are members of 
the Christian Union, UCCF whose student-led 
mission teams operate in the heart of universities 
and colleges thoughout the UK. Evangelistic in 
its mission, the CU offers support, fellowship 
and a wide range of social activities. 

Fusion Christian Network is also active on 
many campuses. Check out its website 
www.fusion.uk.com for a wealth of 
information on special ‘ready for anything’ 
university preparation days, as well as an A- 
Z for new students, ‘words of wisdom from 
the coalface’ from current students, and how 
to get involved. 

The Mothers’ Union also supports students 
in Manchester, by offering a bag of basic 
foodstuffs and toiletries for some of the 
10,000 students starting their university life. 

Finally, a word of advice from Becky 
Lawson who says: ‘Students have so much 
coming at them the first term and can get quite 
anxious. We always tell them, relax and give it 
time. Enjoy yourself.’ 



By Alison Jefstico 

Alison Jestico is an old hand at 'letting go' and the last of her four children is preparing to 
leave home this autumn. 18 -year-old George is planning a gap year before starting university in 
a year's time. 

She says: 'The new beginning for George also feels like a new beginning for us, and the end of 
a much loved chapter of bringing up four children. The last parents' evening, the last orchestra 
rehearsal, the last A level exam have all made me feel emotional and scared because now I no 
longer have anyone at school and, therefore, I am getting older. 

I've got emotions of no longer being needed, of not knowing so much about what's going on 
in my children's lives, and of no more young people descending on the house creating chaos, 
noise and empty pizza boxes. 

There are also positives - less housework, fewer sleepless nights wondering where they are, 
no large teenager sprawled on the sofa, more space in my head. And my husband and I are 
looking forward to having more time to ourselves at weekends. 

For George, as for the others, I'll produce 'A really useful box' in which I put some of the 
little bits they would have had access to at home - such as sellotape, scissors, stamps, address 
book, mending kit, and instructions on how to sort their washing! 

When it actually comes to leaving them, rather than just dumping stuff in the new 
accommodation we help with some of the unpacking and talk through what they're going to do 
next when we leave. Then, back home we try to keep in touch regularly - but keep it flexible, so 
that we're not expecting a duty call every Sunday morning.' 




Top Tips For New Students 



Freshers’ Fair: can be overwhelming but a 
good way to find out what’s on offer. 

Personal Tutor: will help you get in touch 
with university based support - study skills, 
careers advices, counsellors, healthcare, or 
disabilities. 

Students’ Union: have lots of supportive roles 
as well as the social aspect - may have 
mentoring schemes, counselling phone lines 
etc. 

Societies: find them through the students’ 
union.There will be a range; commuters, 
mature students, religious denominations, 
Christian Union (often not a students’ union 
society). 

Chaplaincy: can be ecumenical or 
denominational. May provide prayer space, 
services, teaching, discussion, advice and 
information on local churches. 

Justine Stearman, BSc Chemistry, University 
of Reading 



AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY, SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP. 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

lnfo@athenapress.com 




FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
_ T AVAILABLE 

National 
,. Fruit 
^'Specialists 

^ Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for FREE Catalogue 
PRICES HELD & 10% OFF 
(Green Cat) offer ends 30/09/08 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info0deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



Infinite -Adornmen ts 

Christian Jewel lcr\ 

New r^OI 
Website I S8I 

www.inf.co.uk 

/Vfarge range of ARM 
jeweUery for all 'itge-s ■ 
Trade accounts aval labile mm m 
tor chi t re I ics- a nd boo k sTtops HJj| 



Have Holy Socks 
walk in your Church! 



holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 

Holy Socks 

Biblical Brollies 

Glory Golf Balls __ 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 

01671 40 40 43 



the UK’s leading 
Christian weekly 



CHURCH TIMES 



each week, the 
Church Times 
continues to bring 
you better news, 
comment and 
analysis on issues 
that matter to 
you — UK and 
abroad 



for a FRCC sample copy please quote reference B8DOOR3 and 
simply clip the coupon and send to Church Times, G J Palmer & 
Sons Ltd, FREEPOST RRXU-BXXR-ACTS, London EC I A 9PN 
phone 0 1 502 711 171; email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 




Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 



Name . 



Address 

Postcode 

Email bsdoor3 
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Vacancies & Appointments 



THE DOOR SEPTEMBER 2008 




With 35,000 copies of the The Door 
distributed through churches in the 
Oxford Diocese, it makes it a great 
vehicle to advertise your vacancies in 
local churches. Other Christian and 
charitable organisations, including faith 
based schools, can also benefit from 
this targeted readership. 

Care organisations may also feel that 
The Door is an appropriate place to look 
for staff. 

The Door is one of six Anglican 
newspapers published through 
Cornerstone Vision. We can help take 
your message throughout Anglican 
Diocese in the South and East of the 
country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford 

Vacancy 



Home visit Will writing service 



With a Will you, and not the government, 
decide where your assets should go. 

Making or updating a Will can help reduce anxiety 
and financial hardship for those left behind. 



Why choose us? 

• We visit you at home, at your convenience, 
at no cost and with no obligation on you. 

• We are members of the Society of Will Writers 

• We are experienced and ethical 



Use your will to: 
s/ Protect your assets 
<✓ Provide for those you care for 
v/ Make a charitable donation - tax free 
s/ Provide peace of mind 




UK imtm 

% your mm, 



Visit www.legalsuk.com - Contact Paul Beck 01628 777620 paui.beck@legalsuk.com 



Making a 
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including Clergy Widows and IJtt nwd f ay Workers, 
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THE LODGE TRUST 
Require 

A Residential Care Worker 
(full & part-time) 

Christian people needed to work as part of a 
team providing care support to adults with 

learning disabilities in their home environment 
and assist in enabling individuals to plan, 
action and attain personal goals. Previous 

experience of learning difficulties desirable but 
not essential as training will be provided. 

A Grounds Maintenance Team-Leader 
(full or part-time hours) 

You will need the ability to manage, motivate 
and support a team of adults with learning 
disabilities to maintain the grounds. 

Experience in grounds maintenance essential. 

Interested? 

To request a job information and application 
pack please call 01572 767234 
or e-mail admin@lodgetrust.org.uk 



Job Vacancy 

• Would you like to work in a Christian environment? 

- Are you confident on the telephone, a good 

communicator and a 'people person'? 

* Are you faithful, committed, good natured with a 
desire to serve God in the marketplace? 

Cornerstone Vision is a Plymouth based Christian 
publishing company, publishing a range of Diocesan 
newspapers, community newspapers and magazines. 
The Company is also involved with Christian radio, and 
has close links with Christian rehabilitation work. 

The ethos of our company is that our work is our worship, 
just as much as our church activities, and that every 
individual has the potential to reach their God-given 
destiny, and to be an Ambassador for Christ in their 
everyday work in the marketplace. 

We are looking for people with good basic skills and 
the ability to learn, to work in our advertising sales 
departments. Applicants may also have the opportunity 
to multi-task across the other activities that we are 
involved in. We may be able to find accommodation 
for people who would need to relocate to Plymouth. 



To apply, please send your CV to: 

Chris Girdier, Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park Road, Pevereii, 
Plymouth, PL3 4PY or email it to info@comerstoneviskxi.com 

/ 



Diocese; The Wey 
- Guildford; 
Pompey Chimes - 
Portsmouth; Sarum 
Link - Salisbury 
and Grapevine - 
Bath and Wells. In 
addition the 
Portsmouth People 
can take your 
message through 
the Roman 
Catholic Diocese 
of Portsmouth. In 
all we print up to 
180,000 papers 
every month. 

That's an awful lot 
of readers! 

To find out more 
telephone: 01752 
225623 




St Paul’s Church, Slough 

is seeking a committed person who 
wishes to train as 

Christian Youth Worker 

through study at the Oxford Centre for 
Youth Ministry, starting September 2008 
this would involve co-ordinating the youth 
work at St Paul’s 

St Paul’s is a very vibrant multicultural 
evangelical church with a growing and 
active youth ministry. We are able to offer 
a flexible package depending on the 
successful applicant’s circumstances. 

Please contact the Revd. Janet Binns, 209 
Stoke Road, Slough Berks SL2 5AX Tel 
no 01753 528672 or the Revd Mike 
Cotterell, The Vicarage, 196 Stoke Road, 
Slough. SL2 5AX 
Tel. 01753 521491 

This post is subject to an enhanced disclosure 
from the Criminal Records Bureau. 



? 



GF Dairy 

Job Placement available for a 
Dairy Processing Person 



The successful applicant will be able to: 

• Operate milk, cream & cheese & cheese processing equipment 

• Complete daily records & administrations 

• Carry out deliveries when required, driving a transit fridge van 

• Order from suppliers relevant needs 

• Take orders from customers and package as relevant 

• Work under a supervisor & manager 

• Work with trainees 



GF Dairy is part of Gilead Foundations Christian Rehabilitation Centre 
at Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton Devon. It is essential that 
the successful applicant has good moral standards, so as to be an 
example in the diary environment to GF clients, who use the diary 
section as part of their rehabilitation therapy & skills training. 

Salary approx £18,000 p/a (subject to qualifications) 

Working hours minimum of 37.5p/week 

Start & finish times variable according to work activities. 

Applicants should apply for an application form from: 

Laura Aim, Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, 

Okehampton, Devon EX20 3AJ 

01837 851240 or 07970 219990 laura.alm@gilead.co.uk 



V. 
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God in the life of. . , 



Making ethics fashionable 



Finding her faith has helped Oxford woman, Elizabeth Laskar, 
pursue her dream job in the fashion industry on her own, ethical 
terms. Sally Jarman reports. 




LOOKING the picture of health and 
confidence when we meet at St Aldate’s 
Church in Oxford, Elizabeth Laskar admits 
these are sunnier days indeed in her life. 

‘Isn’t God amazing?’ she laughs; ‘He 
noticed me when I was at an ultimate low, in 
my work and my relationships, and steered 
me in exactly the right direction. Amazing!’ 
For Elizabeth - a self-confessed clothes-a- 
holic who created her own clothes from her 
Mum’s old saris as a child - the right direction 
has meant finding her faith and, from that, 
her place in the cut-throat world of fashion 
that she had always dreamed of. 

She explains: ‘Five years ago I had just come 
out of a deep relationship and was in a job 
that I just didn’t have any heart for, which 
wasn’t fair on the organisation or me. I came 
back to Oxford with no plans or confidence, 
and feeling really very low.’ 

Walking around the city one day she says 
she felt compelled to go into St Aldate’s 
Church, where she immediately felt at home. 
She began to attend services and enrolled on a 
Christian course aimed at ‘simplifying’ life. 
Both were an epiphany, she says: 

‘I heard the Revd Simon Ponsonby 
preaching and the words spoke right to my 
heart. For the first time, as I started going to 
church regularly, I realised how much there 
was to learn from the parables, and from 
Jesus’ character. It opened my eyes completely 
and I had a real fire and thirst to learn about 
how Jesus communicated. That was what 
Jesus was really good at - using simple words 
to open someone’s heart and minister to them. 
I really wanted to learn how to do that in my 
life.’ 

At the same time, she says she was being 
forced to look deeply at all aspects of her life 
on a course examining the impact of her views 
and decisions on herself and others. 

‘One section was on shopping habits. It was a 
huge eye-opener for me. I realised that every 
single penny I spent had an effect on someone 
else. Every penny! Our shopping habits wield real 
political power, and how we choose to wield that 
power is really important for us to consider.’ 

For a year she made the decision not to buy 
any more clothes, books, magazines or other 
luxury items as she looked at ways of shopping 
more fairly. Then, she says ‘God stepped in 
again’ at a conference on social 
entrepreneurship at the Said Business Centre 
in Oxford. 

‘Two things happened,’ she says delightedly, 
‘Firstly, the conference taught me about “the 
triple bottom line” which immediately made 
total sense to me. It means to always consider 




People, Profit and Planet in your decision 
making. It’s a fantastic ethical guideline for 
everyone in their personal and business life 
and one I use all the time now. 

‘Secondly, I met a woman there who had 
just been approached by the Oxford Women’s 
Festival to organise an ethical fashion show. 
She asked me to help her and we put on what 
was probably the first UK show of its kind. 

‘It was amazing. I was exactly where I had 
always wanted to be, in the cut and thrust of 
the fashion industry, but approaching it from 
an ethical angle that I felt comfortable with - 
fashion with soul.’ 

From an original six ethical designers in the 
show, it took just three days for a further 20 
to declare an interest. Elizabeth realised that 
she had touched a nerve in a notoriously 
ruthless industry. 

Buoyed up by the success of the show, 
which attracted an enthusiastic audience 
hungry for more information, the two women 
founded the Ethical Fashion Forum, to which 
Elizabeth dedicated the next few years of her 
life completely. 

‘It was a labour of love, definitely. I didn’t 



X I was exactly where I had 
always wanted to be, in the 
cut and thrust of the fashion 
industry, but approaching it 
from an ethical angle that I 
felt comfortable with - 
fashion with soul/ 



take a wage from it and relied on very kind 
family and friends to support me. But I was 
driven.’ 

The Forum is a network of designers, 
business and organisations focusing on social 
and environmental sustainability in the 
fashion industry, offering practical advice and 
information to both the industry and 
consumers. 

While not a political organisation it 
emphasises once again that, for consumers, 
our choice of clothes is potentially a powerful 
force for change in the fashion industry - 
persuading designers, manufacturers and 
retailers that we want clothes that do not 
harm the environment or exploit producers. 

Already, Elizabeth says, big retailers are 
sitting up and taking notice, and celebrities 
such as Madonna, Sienna Miller and 
Feonardo di Caprio are regularly seen in 
ethical brands or have even launched their 
own. Many High Street chains and 
supermarkets now carry ethical lines and, 
most amazing of all, the iconic London 
Fashion Week has just featured ethical fashion 
for the fourth season in a row. 

Elizabeth predicts: ‘For London Fashion 
Week to feature ethical clothing the design 
quality must be superb, and with the 
endorsement of designers and celebrities 
ethical clothing should be commonplace in our 
shops within 10 years. But we all still need to 
do our bit.’ 



Having found her perfect working niche, 
she reflects that life seemed to be back on 
course: ‘Discovering my faith not only ignited 
my passion for Christ, but through that my 
passion for my work. The confidence that I’ve 
gained through my understanding of the Bible 
has helped me to recognise and accept my 
gifts, in creativity and communication, and be 
confident in those gifts and actually use them.’ 
But an unexpected period of serious ill 
health has realigned her goals yet again: 

‘I was suddenly struck by a horrible virus 
that came out of nowhere and completely shut 
my system down. I couldn’t move, I couldn’t 
speak and I was drifting in and out of 
consciousness for weeks. It was terrifying.’ 

As she lay unmoving in a hospital bed she 
says God ‘sent an army of warriors’ in the 
shape of family and friends who prayed over 
her. ‘God ministers to us in the craziest ways. 
What healed me was the love that He 
provided in the people around me, and as I’ve 
recovered I’ve realised that the illness has 
changed my life again. 

‘God has showed me that he doesn’t want 
me to go just yet, because I haven’t delivered 
yet. I’ve read a lot since my illness about the 
women in the Bible, their strength and the 
great influence they had, and I know that I’ve 
still got things to do to get my message across 
to people.’ 

As a result she has retained a seat on the 
board of the Ethical Fashion Forum, but is 
focusing her sights on Christian awareness of 
fashion industry issues. 

‘I want Christians to be at the forefront of 
knowledge and to lead the way in making 
informed, ethical choices about their clothes. 
But so many people tell me they are confused 
by conflicting information, or don’t know 
how to find out what is ethical or how a 
garment is made.’ 

In response she is working as an ethical 
fashion consultant, and has also launched a 
website called www.ethicalessential.com that 
people can subscribe to for short, monthly, 
inspirational articles explaining something 
about the ethics of, for example, the 



traditional cotton industry, which has the 
highest use of pesticides of any industry, and 
has routinely used child labour. 

‘I want to simplify the issues and give 
people the power to make decisions that will 
impact positively on the world, and for 
themselves. Buying organic cotton makes a 
massive statement to the industry. 

‘I also want to help people think creatively, 
for instance clothes swapping parties 
(swishing) rather than buying new, making 
their own clothes or adapting an old garment 
to refresh and re-use it.‘ 

To make a lasting change in the clothing 
industry will take many years, Elizabeth 
concedes, but that is not her mission. 

‘I always say that no-one can be an Olympic 
swimmer in a day. It takes a long time and 
determination to keep going forward in small 
steps. If I can just inspire people to think 
about the origins of every item of clothes they 
buy, and whether they need it rather than just 
want it, or what else they could do rather than 
buy new, it would make a huge impact, and I 
would be getting my message across.’ 

Find out more about the Ethical Fashion 
Forum on www.ethicalfashionforum.com. A list 
of fair trade shops can be found on the 
diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org 
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Life Stories an Our (Business! 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




Bt 1626 . 

A.B.WALKER 

& $t*n 1 1 miff,*! 



www.abwalker.co.uk 



FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENTAL MASONS 



24 hour advice & assistance 

READING: Eldon House, 36 Eldon Rd 
Tel: (01 18) 957 3650 

BRACKNELL: Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Rd 
Tel: (01344) 303707 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES: Blyth House, 158 Reading Rd 
Tel: (01491) 413434 

WOKINGHAM: Blyth House, 105 London Rd 
Tel: (01 18) 978 4040 



GOLDEN CHARTER 
PRE-PAYMENT PLANS 



o 






GRAVE TENDING 
SERVICE 





People & places 



Celebris the arts in 
Milton Keynes 

ARTISTS, poets, 
singers and jugglers 
were all part of the 
Celebr8 celebration 
in Milton Keynes. 

Two services were 
held at the Church of 
Christ the 

Cornerstone as part 
of Celebr8, which 
marked the end of 
the Milton Keynes 
Fringe Festival of the 
Arts. 

After the evening 
service the 

congregation joined a 
procession which 
was followed by 
juggling, live music 
and guest speakers. 

Next year Celebr8 
will launch the three 
day festival. 



Memorial for martyrs in Oxford 



A MEMORIAL commemorating those who died for their faith during the 
Reformation has been unveiled at Oxford's University Church. 

The memorial includes the names of Catholic and protestant martyrs and 
was designed by sculptor Martin Jennings (pictured). 

Hugo Brunner, who retired from his position of Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire last month, was among the dignitaries at the unveiling, at St 
Mary The Virgin Church, High Street. 

The memorial lists the names of 23 martyrs who were either from 
Oxfordshire, Oxford University or were executed in Oxford. 



co church’s 
ireen Team 



From left John Chislett, Delphine Moore, 
Kathie Sandy and Shirley Moore. 

MEMBERS of SS Mary and John’s Church, 
California, Finchampstead have formed a 
Green Team to work towards gaining an 
Eco Church Award from conservation 
agency A Rocha UK. 

The church already has a recycling trolley 
and features regular green articles in its 
magazine and hopes to run a Green Project 
alongside its Junior Community Wardens 
scheme. In September 2007 it was awarded 
Fairtrade Church status. 



Happy birthday 
to Bishop’s blog 

BISHOP Alan 

celebrated a 

milestone this 

summer when his 
blog reached its first 
anniversary. 

In that time his 
daily reflections have 
become extremely 
popular and reached 
an impressively wide 
(and international) 
audience. So much so 
that it was recently 
used as an example 
of excellence at a 
church communi- 
cators’ workshop. 

In that period, the 
blog has had 
103,747 views, 
thanks to 23,838 
unique visitors 
making 58,446 
visits. In one day 
alone at the Lambeth 
Conference - where 
Bishop Alan 

convened a bloggers’ 
group - more than a 
thousand unique 
visitors logged on to 
read his thoughts. 

‘The popularity of 
Bishop Alan's blog is 
down to the unique 
mix of intelligence, 
thoughtful reflection, 
grassroots news, and 
air of wackiness,’ 
says Sarah Meyrick, 
Director of 
Communications. 
‘Fie updates it first 
thing just about 
every morning and 
there's always 

something 
stimulating to read.’ 

If you haven’t yet 
discovered it visit 
http://bishopalan. 
blogspot.com. 



Cathedral Sub- 
Dean retires 

CHRIST Church 
Cathedral’s Sub-Dean 
the Very Revd 
Nicholas Coulton is to 
retire on November 
30. 

He has been Sub- 
Dean since January 
2003. The former 
solicitor was ordained 
in 1967 and was 
chaplain to former 
Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Robert 
Runcie, when he was 
the Bishop of St 
Albans. 

He was Provost and 
latterly Dean of 
Newcastle from 1990 
to 2003. 

He will continue to 
live in Oxford with his 
wife Edith after his 
retirement. 




New fountain at Christ Church 



A NEW fountain has 



been installed along 
with an olive tree to 
welcome the 250,000 
people who visit 
Oxford’s Christ 
Church Cathedral 
every year. 

The fountain and 
tree, in the medieval 
cloister, mark the 
threshold of the 
cathedral’s sacred 
space. 

The artwork was 
created by sculptor 
Gary Breeze, from 
Norfolk. 

Christ Church Dean, 
the Very Revd 
Christopher Lewis is 
pictured right 

performing the 
dedication of the 
fountain. 



I 




Eco-column 



group of farmers in a field Qf Miscanthus, 
a biofuel. The farmer talked about his 



1 

* economic, environmental and spiritual 
J decision to grow a crop which will play a 
I small part in responding to climate 
I change. 

I Whether it is a choice about the 
§ number of children we have, what we 
| grow, or what we eat, our decisions - 
I which as Christians we base on our 
1 theological understanding of God as 
" creator and our role as stewards - will 
J make a difference to the environment, the 



I climate and the people around us. 
l Glyn Evans is Diocesan Rural Officer. 



I 
1 

I Our choices make the world of difference. 

I Medical experts suggest that the best way 
I parents can reduce their carbon footprint 
§ is to avoid having more than two 
1 children. Each new UK birth, they argue, 

I means 160 times more carbon emissions 
I than a child born in Ethiopia. This puts 
£ decisions about having children in the 
1 same league as choosing low energy light 
? bulbs, and using more public transport. 

* Will environmental contraceptive advice 
J become a part of church wedding 
j preparation classes? 

I Making informed choices about 
I behaviour is part of being a Christian. A 
I recent questionnaire from the Agricultural | 
| Christian Fellowship asked about the f 
| importance of climate change as a 1 

i theological and agricultural issue. That I 
I farmers contribute to climate change is no I 
1 surprise; we all do. They have to make 
~ choices as well; I recently stood with a 



Bishop invites young people 
on pilgrimage to Taize 

BISHOP John is inviting young people to 
join him in a pilgrimage to Taize next 
year. 

The week will give participants the 
chance to meet young people from 
around the world, explore the spiritual 
side of life, experience community living 
and worship and learn about the 
reconciliation of communities after 
World War Two. 

The trip runs from 25 July to 3 August 
2009 and there is a meeting for clergy, 
school representatives and youth workers 
on 5 November from 12.30-16.00 at SS 
Peter and Paul, Church Way, Botley, 
Oxford with Brother Paolo to find out 
more. For more information, contact the 
Bishop's Chaplain, the Revd Amanda 
Bloor on 01865 208221 or 
amanda.bloor@oxford.anglican.org. 

Get ready for Ride and Stride 

DON'T forget it's 'Ride and Stride' on 
Saturday 13 September when cyclists and 
walkers, runners and horse-riders will be 
visiting churches across Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. 
Participants are sponsored for the number 
of churches they visit in one day, and the 
day as a whole raises vital funds for the 
Historic Churches Trust in each county. 

To sign up contact Patricia Burstall 
(Bucks) 01908 571232, George Russell 
(Ox on) georgerussell@ntlworld.com, 
01235 553786, or Daphne Barnes-Phillips 
(Berks), berkscrow@yahoo.co.uk, 01628 
482754. 
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Comment and letters 



Comment 

m§L BY THE BISHOP OF DORCHESTER 






A pilgrimage of faith 

There are times when it would have been much more restful to 
know the end of the story from the beginning. The bishops 
arriving for the Lambeth Conference shared a huge amount of 
apprehension between them. It expressed itself, of course, in all 
kinds of ways. For some it was the very direct questions like: 
‘Could the Communion survive this experience? Or would there 
ever be another Lambeth Conference?’ Others were very 
concerned about the process: ‘What were these ‘Indaba Groups’? 
Could anything of significance come from a process of talking 
together - even if it was meant to be ‘purposeful’ - or would they 
just end up as a source of division and frustration?’ And for those 
of us who were on the Design Group the key question was a very 
simple one: ‘Was it going to work?’ 

As I say it would have been nice to know just how well it was 
going to work when we set out on the journey but, whilst a 
synodical debate and resolution structure would have enabled us 
to walk by sight, this pilgrimage was definitely one of faith. 

And yet, by the end I am in no doubt at all that we are in a far 
better position as the Bishops of the Communion than if we had 
travelled by a more traditional route. On the one hand certainly a 
substantial, and probably an overwhelming majority of those 
present, had committed themselves both to the three moratoria 
and the next stages of developing a Covenant. More importantly, 
people had been willing to listen to opinions different to their 
own, and to give each person the space to express themselves. 
There was a new spirit abroad that simply was not there in 1998. 

And what of the future? I suspect we are not in for an easy ride 
for the next few years, but I and many others left full of fresh hope 
and in the sure knowledge that God loves his Church, and this 
Communion, much more than we do, and that he who has begun a 
good work in us will bring it to completion on the day of Christ 
Jesus. 




Visiting Bishops at Christ Church Cathedral photo K T Bruce 



Comings and Goings 



Boosting Circulation 



Don't groan, please, but a bright 
idea came into my head the other 
day about the circulation of the 
Door (which publication, needless 
to say, I value). It came to me on 
one of my irregular journeys by 
train. The particular line I was 
travelling with was Chiltern 
Railways - known for all kinds of 
innovation, including a newspaper 
for its users. 

This is a line that traverses the 
Diocese more comprehensively 
than any other. It may be that the 
company would be willing to carry 
copies of another relevant local 
publication, say just one day a 
month, and one eleven times a 
year (ie one without tourists). 

I think that would be the limit 
both of additional occasions of the 
paper's actual appearance in that 
situation, and the number of 
additional potential copies 
required, allowing for the 
financing of the venture. 



I have personal experience of the 
never-ending problems of 
circulation (in the context of non- 
and limited-profit making 
situations), so am not so naive as 
to think that the idea allows of any 
ready-made adoption. However, it 
might be worth exploring at a 
pertinent moment. 

This may be a pure pipe-dream. 
Even if the time is not right at the 
moment, who knows it may be at 
some time. 

The Revd George Fryer, Banbury 



Competition Winners 

MrsWyn Hunt, Reading; Patricia 
Napper; E M Hathaway, 
Kidlington; Mrs Ruth McKenzie, 
Old Windsor and Kathleen Jones, 
Bicester have won a copy of Jane 
Williams 7 book 'Marriage, Mitres 
and being Myself 7 . 

Jack Lovegrove, Epwell has won 
a Mission: Possible pack. 
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Philippians 3 verses 10-17 
It’s been a great summer of sport - all 
those Olympic gold medals and some 
amazing performances! But not all 
the great performances have been in 
major competitions - I know quite a 
number of ‘non runners’ who have 
competed in various ‘Race for Life’ 
events or even run half marathons 
and marathons to support a charity 
that is dear to their heart. They are 
champions too and keeping their eyes 
on the twin goal of completing the 
event and the needs of their charity 
has been very significant to them. 

Like Jesus, Paul often spoke about 
things that were common to the 
people of his time and more than 
once he uses the idea of life as a race. 
In Philippians Chapter 3:10-17 he 
writes about the importance of focus 
forgetting what you’ve left behind 
and reaching out to attain the goal. 
Well, that’s an important part of 
sports training and if you’ve watched 
any of the Olympic winners you will 
have seen what an important part 



focus plays in their training. The 
events I like best are the team events: 
relays, whether on the cycle or 
running track and the pairs and fours 
in the regatta. The people who 
compete in these have to keep their 
eyes on one another as well as on the 
finishing line. In such events the 
winners are always the ones who 

'We need to imitate 
others and to live in a 
way that others will want 
to imitate!' 



have built up alongside their training 
a really important relationship with 
one another. 

It’s in and through that 
relationship, where each offers the 
other example and encouragement, 
that the ability to keep pressing on 
towards the goal is grounded and 
nurtured. 

Paul says something rather like this 



when he reminds the Philippians to 
observe and imitate both him and 
those who live according to Christ's 
example. Paul reminds us that our 
ultimate goal is one that we shan’t 
reach in our earthly lives. 

Our Baptism commission to ‘Shine 
as lights in the world to the glory of 
God the Father’ is a good basis for 
the life we live day to day because it 
helps us to ‘hold fast’ to what we 
believe and it helps others too. 

We need to imitate others and to 
live in a way that others will want to 
imitate! 

Then, following one another’s 
example, together we can focus on 
Christ and the promise of life lived 
more fully than we can ever imagine 
that his resurrection offers. 

The Revd Canon Sue Booys is Area 
Dean of Aston and Cuddesdon and 
Team Rector of Dorchester Team 
Ministry. 



Revd Sarah Alexander, Assistant Curate, Christ Church, Enfield to be Associate Clergy, St N icolas, Newbury; Revd Dr Jonathan Arnold to be Chaplain, Worcester College and is given permission to officiate; Revd Jonathan Beswick, Rectoi; 
Catsfield & Crowhurst, Chichester Diocese to be Priest in Charge, Oxford St Barnabas and St Paul; Revd Tim Bravington is given permission to officiate; Revd Sister Mary Britt, Curate, Hanborough & Freeland to be Associate Clergy, 
Hanborough & Freeland; Revd Janet Chapman, Priest in Charge, St Mary's, Banbury to be Canon Liturgist, Birmingham Cathedral; Revd John Cook, Vicar St John's with St Andrew's, Chelsea, London to be Vicai; Wargrave with Know! 
Hill; The Very Revd Nicholas Coulton, Sub-Dean and Residentiary Canon of Christ Church, Oxford is to retire; Revd Michael Godfrey, Executive Director of CORD to be Rectoi; Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and Moulsoe; Revd Roger 
Howell is given permission to officiate; Revd Dr Paul Fiske, Rector of St Mary's and Team Rector of the Risborough Team is to retire; Revd Alan Garratt, Curate, Holy Trinity, Hazlemere to be Vicar of St Mary's Thame and Rector of the 
Thame Valley Team; Captain Jeff Hill, Church Army, Sheffield to be Church Army, Witney; Revd Miriam Keen, Associate Clergy, Cogges and South Leigh to be also Associate Clergy North Leigh; Revd Martin Kuhrt,Team Vicai; St 
Barnabas, St M ichael and All Angels, Melksham to be Priest in Charge, Bedgrove, Aylesbury; Revd Alister McGrath is given permission to officiate; Revd Angela Mann is given permission to officiate; RevdTimothy Novis, Chaplain, Ridley 
College, Ontario, Canada to be Chaplain, Wellington Col lege, Crowthome; Revd Charles Overton, Priest in Charge, Chalfont St Peter to be Vicar of the same; Revd Emma Pennington, Chaplain, Worcester College, Oxford to be Team Vicar, 
Cuddesdon, Garsington and Horspath in the Wheatley Team Ministry; Revd Susannah Reide, Associate Clergy, Marlborough St Mary the Virgin to be Team Vicar of Cowley; Revd Martin Robbins, Army Chaplain to 1st Royal School of 
Military Engineers Regiment to be Chaplain to Heathfield, St Mary's School, Ascot; Revd Bernard Rumbold, Priest in Charge, Brampton Regis with Withiel Florey, Upton and Skilgate to be Associate Clergy, Great and Little Tew and Over 
with Nether Worton; Revd Canon John Saunders, Vicai; St Mark's, Gillingham to be Associate Clergy, Newton Longville and Mursley with Swanboume and Little Horwood; Revd Prebendary David Saville is given permission to officiate; 
Revd Susie Simpson, Team Vicai; St Mary's and St George's, High Wycombe is to resign; Revd Pam Smith, Associate Clergy, in the Diocese of Coventry to be Priest in Charge of i-Church (Web Pastor); Revd Sarah Parkinson, Associate 
Clergy, Steeple Aston with North Aston and Tackley to be also Manager of Religious Affairs, Campsfield House; Revd Susanna Snyder is given permission to officiate; Revd Brian Taylor, Rectoi; St Mary's, Shaw cum Donnington is to 
retire and is given permission to officiate; Revd Jamie Taylor, Associate Vicai; St Peter-in-Thanet with St Andrew’s, Braadstairs, Kent to be Vicar, Sonning St Andrew's; Revd James Tomkins, Associate Clergy, Risborough to be Team Vicar 
at Monks Risborough and Mission Enabler in the Risborough Team; Revd Dan Tyndall, Vicai; Earley St Nicolas, to be Priest in Charge, Caversham St Peter and Mapledurham St Margaret and Caversham St John the Baptist; Revd Geoff 
van der Weegen, Rector, Stonesfield with Combe Longa is to retire; Revd Rachel Wigram is given permission to officiate; Revd Helen Wilkinson, Associate Clergy, Newbury Team Ministry to be Associate Clergy, Emmanuel Church, 
Northwood with responsibility for Eastbury Church, Diocese of London; Revd Ricky Yates, Rector, Shelswell is to be Priest in Charge, St Clements, Prague. 
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Advertising Feature 

Autumn arrives! 



For most of us August was a bit of a wash 
out weather wise, although there were still 
plenty of things to do. Most of us will be 
looking forward to September and beyond 
for finer weather to get out and about. The 
cooler autumn days are ideal for walking 
and very often the scenery can be ablaze 
with colour as the leaves on the trees turn 
to a golden reds and yellows. 

Most of the family attractions will still be 
open with plenty of things to do at the 
weekends and should the weather change 
there are many places still to visit. 

Animals are always an attraction whatever 
our age and a visit to the Zoo can be a 
great day out even if the weather is a little 
changeable. In fact things can be a little 
more relaxed without the summer crowds. 



second oldest Cathedral and was founded 
by Bishop Justus in 604AD. Still a place of 
daily worship, there has been a community 
worshipping continually on the site for 1401 
years. The present building dates back to 
1080 with Norman architecture in the nave 
and parts of the crypt. The Cathedral also 
features one of the finest Romanesque 
facades in England. 

There really is so much to do and enjoy, it’s 
worth remembering while you are out and 
about that most of our Cathedral’s, Abbeys 
and some of our churches have restaurants 
and cafe’s where you can take a break from 
the hurly burly of a day out. 



Elsewhere there are always the arts, plays 
and concerts that entertain whilst making us 
think. 

If you're looking for a day out in the car a 
visit to the Cathedral at Rochester would 
make a great place to visit. It's England’s 



come and discover 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 
England’s second oldest cathedral situated in 
the centre of historic Rochester 

glorious Norman architecture - magnirkant Chapter 
library door - first real fresco in an English 
cathedral for over 800 years - tea moms and shop 

Guided tours and pilgrimages arranged 
(must be booked in advance) 

For further InformatioriT (01634) 401301 
E viSitsofficer@rochestercathedral.org 
W www.mcbesterc3diedrat,org 



COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

and Gardens * 

From ANTS to RHINOS In 
160 Acres of Parkland 




SPECIAL EVENTS • 

* CHILDRENS FARMYARD* 
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND * 

* CAFETERIA* 

* INDOOR EXHIBITS * 

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM ioAM EXCEPT a$TH DEC 



Buriord, Oxon 0X18 4JP 
Tel: (01993) 8X3000 

Mid-waj between Oxford (J 

www.cotswoldwttdlif epark .co.uk 



Use Will Aid 2008 to help put the Red 
Cross where it will always be needed 



The British Red Cross has over 30,000 volunteers here 
in the UK who work in the community to help vulnerable 
people in times of crisis. We are part of the world’s 
largest humanitarian organisation responding to 
disasters at home and overseas. Last year the Red 
Cross helped thousands of victims of the UK Floods by 
distributing food packs and water and evacuating 
people to the safety of rest centres. A year on people’s 
lives are still being put back together with financial help 
Our Independent Living service, including medical 
equipment loan, enables people to cope in their own 
homes after release from hospital. We are a leading 
provider of first aid courses and first aid cover at 
events. Across the world we respond within 48 hours to 
emergencies and conflict, like the recent Bangladesh 
and Burma cyclones and we help people move on with 
their lives. We also reunite families separated through 
war or natural disaster. (Visit www.redcross.org.uk to 
learn more about our work and to locate your nearest 
branch). 

This November sees the start of a yearly campaign 
which will help the Red Cross to continue its work for 
future generations. ‘Will Aid 2008’ offers a free will 
making service by a professional solicitor in return for a 
donation. Make your appointment in November by 
calling 0300 0300 013 or visit www.willaid.org.uk to find 
a participating solicitor near you. Leaving a charitable 
donation in your Will can have significant tax 
advantages. To receive our free legacy guide or to find 
out more about leaving a gift in your will to the Red 
Cross, call 01483-447873 or email 
pcryer@redcross.org.uk. 



British RedCross 




UK Floods 2007 
© BRC/Martin Hookway 




Myanmar 2008 
© IFRC 
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Families First- anew magazine encouraging 
strong marriages* good parenting and active faith 



CHANGED LIVES 






Issue 1 • 



SS &UNI&N 



SSS?’- 



SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 

12-14 SEPTEMBER 2008 

ORCHESTRA OF 

St John's 



Friday 12 September 

Vivaldi Four Seasons 
R Strauss Metamorphosen 

Saturday 13 September 

Mendelssohn Hebrides Overture 
R Strauss Horn Concerto No i 
R Strauss Sextet from Capriccio 
Mendelssohn Italian Symphony 

Plus Come and Sing 

Sunday 14 September 

Wesley & Stanford Motets 
R Strauss Vier tetzte Lieders 
Brahms Ein deutsches Requiem 



Dorchester Abbey 
Dorchester-on-Thames 
Oxfordshire 

Orchestra of St John’s 
and OSJ Voices 

Artistic Director 

John Lubbock 
Tickets £25, £20, £14 



John Lubbock conductor 
Sally Matthews soprano 
Nicholas Garrett bass 
Jan Peter Schmolck violin 
Stephen Stirling horn 



tsoxford.com 



SUBSCRIBE 
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Feature 



Meet our new curates 





Rob Baker 

Benefice: Chesham Bois 
I have been living, studying, 
working and worshipping in the 
Diocese of Oxford since 1999. I 
trained for ordination at Wycliffe 
Hall and look forward, now to 
serving the church and people in 
Chesham Bois. I am married to 
Cathryn and we have a baby son, 
Jonathan. 



A GP, a Metropolitan police officer, and a first-generation protestant, 
were among the 14 new deacons ordained at Christ Church Cathedral this 
summer by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard. You can 
read their biographies below. They would all appreciate your prayers as 
they begin their ministry in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. 



Paul Collins 

Benefice: Little Chalfont and Chenies 
I have been married to Lorraine for 
eight years. We have four children, 
Joshua (6), Abigail (4), Joel (2) and 
Noah (7 months). I was raised in 
Aylesbury and have spent most of 
my life there. Before training at St 
John’s, Nottingham, I was a police 
officer in the Met. 

I will be taking up a curacy in 
Little Chalfont and Chenies 
Benefice, and we are all looking 
forward to starting our new life 
there. 



David Cloake 

Benefice: Aylesbury with Bierton and 
Hulcott 

I am married to Joanna, and we have 
twin daughters Jessica and Rebekah. 
Before my theological training at 
Ripon College I was a retail manager 
in the flooring industry. 

I am looking forward to putting 
both old and new skills to use in the 
service of God and his people. 



Pictured with Bishop John on the 
steps of Christ Church Cathedral 
are 1. Christopher Gaynor; 2. Alan 
Ramsey; 3. Kate Stacey; 4. 
Graham Stacey; 5. Janet Taft; 6. 
Mark Dolphin; 7. Marcos diaz 
Butron; 8. Paul Collins; 9. Philip 
Jack; 10. Robert Baker; 11. David 
Cloake; 12. Helen O'Sullivan; 13. 
David Whitton Salter; 14. 
Jonathan Mobey. 



Max Diaz Butron 

Benefice: Wantage 

I am from the south of Peru, in a city 
called Arequipa. For generations my 
family has been Roman Catholic, 
and I am the first protestant. 

I first worked in the Anglican 
Church in Peru, before coming to 
England to continue my training at 
St Stephen’s House. I am looking 
forward to serving my title in 
Wantage. 

Mark (Pads) Dolphin 

Benefice: Greyfriars 
I have been married to Kirsty for 25 
years this year and we have a son, 
Tristan (22) and a daughter, Kylie 
(21). Training for ordination has 
been a big change after a 20-year 
career in computers and software! 

I will be staying on the staff 
team at Greyfriars Church, 
Reading, during my curacy, while 

New Priests 

Please pray for our new priests in 
the Diocese, all ordained at 
Petertide. 

In the archdeaconry of Buckingham, 



training via St John’s, Notting- 
ham on a mfxed-mode course. I 
love the outdoors and walking our 
dogs. 

Chris Gaynor 

Benefice: Banbury 

I live in Banbury with my wife, Phee, 
and our three children, Mae, Oscar 
and Liberty. After my ordination I 
will continue my work as Pioneer 
Minister for St Francis Church, 

Timothy Bustin (St Mary's, 
Bletchley); Mark Griffiths (Stoke 
Poges); Paul Mansell (Schorne 
Team); Kay Peck (Swan Team); 
Robert Tobin (Beaconsfield); Rachel 
Weir (Wolvercote). 

In the archdeaconry of Reading: 



where I have been serving as a 
Church Army Evangelist for the past 
five years. 

Phil Jack 

Benefice: Oxford 

My wife, Katy, and I have just spent 
three wonderful years at Oak Hill 
College, along with our three young 
boys, Tommy (4), Eddie (2) and Ben 
(6 months). We are looking forward 
to serving the Lord at St Ebbe’s 
Church, where I will be helping 
oversee the student work. 

James Baker (Didcot); Anne Bell 
(Shrivenham and Ashbury); Paul 
Bradish (St Sebastian's, 

Wokingham); Hugh Boorman 
(Didcot All Saints); Bruce Keeble 
(Harwell with Chilton); Matthew 
Stevens (Reading); Brian Whitley 
(St Michael, Easthampstead). 



Helen O’Sullivan 

Benefice: Chinnor 

I grew up in Yorkshire before 
moving south to study and then 
work in Oxford. Having spent some 
years working for the University 
Press, I trained for ministry at St 
Stephen’s House. I am married to 
Jonathan, who works as a chaplain 
and teacher in Abingdon, and I am 
very much looking forward to 
serving my title in the benefice of 
Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant 

In the archdeaconry of Oxford: 

Gill Hancock (Iffley) 

In the archeaconry of Dorchester: 

Ian Biscoe (Upper Heyford); David 
Huss (St Paul's, Banbury); Sarah 
Parkinson (Steeple Aston); John 
Tattersall (Swalcliffe); Jeff West (St 
Mary's, Banbury). 



and Crowell. 

Alan Ramsey 

Benefice: Oxford 

I’m absolutely delighted to be the 
new curate at St Aldate’s Church, 
Oxford. Prior to ordination and 
training at Wycliffe Hall, I was 
working in marketing in London, 
and have been living in Oxford for 
four years. I’m married to Diana, 
who is an occupational therapist 
for the Oxfordshire Learning 
Disability Trust. 



David Salter 

Benefice: Cassington 
Sally and I, with our children Peter 
and Guy, are locking forward to 
moving to Cassington where I will 
serve my title in St Leonard’s, 
Eynsham and St Peter’s, Cassington. 
We say thank you to our sending 
church, St Nicolas, Newbury, and to 
Trinity College, Bristol, where I 
have loved studying for two years. 



Graham and Kate Stacey 

Benefice: Beedon and Brightwalton 
My wife, Kate, is also being ordained 
and we will serve a job-share curacy 
in the benefices of Beedon and 
Brightwalton in West Berkshire. 
Together with our children, Anna (9), 
Bethia (6) and Daniel (4) we are 
looking forward to the lively mix of 
family life and ministry together. 



Jonathan Mobey 

Benefice: Oxford 

Working as a GP increasingly 
convinced me that the greatest need 
of many people is not for physical 
or even emotional healing, but for 
spiritual healing; people need Jesus. 
To help people meet and know 
Him, I will be serving at St 
Andrew’s Church, Oxford, along 
with my wife, Dawn and our four 
young children. 



Janet Taft 

Benefice: Abingdon 
I’m a teacher, a Manchester United 
supporter, and a lover of theatre and 
literature and, since the age of 17, 
Jesus. I am married to Chris with 
two adult children, Laura and 
Simon. I now look forward to 
serving my curacy at Christ Church, 
Abingdon, and continuing the 
incredible adventure that is the 
Christian Faith! 

Is God calling you? The Oxford 
Diocese has a network of friendly 
Vocations Advisers who are here to 
help you. For an adviser near you call 
Debbie Dallimore in the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinand's office on 
01865 208291 . 
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Book 



OF THE 



Month 




Walking with God 

by Sister Elizabeth Tuttle and 
Dennis Wrigley 

Prayers and meditations for today 

This book of prayers and meditations is a 
fusion of the inspiration given to a Catholic 
Sister and a Protestant layman, it is a spiritual 
pilgrimage, highly personal and rooted in day 
to day human experience. Set out in three 
sections the book explores our relationship 
with the three persons of the Holy Trinity: 
Part One - God, the Father: the Creator, who 
watches over His creation 
Part Two - Jesus the Son: the Name above 
All names 

Part Three - The Holy Spirit: Our life-giver 
The prayers and meditations are beautifully 
laid out and interspersed with verses of 
scripture for further inspiration. 

This book is jointly written by Dennis 
Wrigley, the Leader and co-founder of the 
interdenominational Maranatha Community 
and Sister Elizabeth Tuttle PBVM, a 
Presentation Sister who has also played a 
leading role in Maranatha for many years. 
Paperback, 210x148mm, 128pp 
Price £7.99 plus £2.00 p&p 
To order your copy go to 

, telephone 01302 

367868 or return the coupon below, with a 
cheque for £9.99 made payable to ‘Harvest 
Fields Distribution Ltd’, to Harvest Fields, 
Unit 17, Churchill Business Park, Churchill 
Road, Doncaster DN 1 2TF. 



Please send me a copy of ‘ Walking with God. 
I enclose a cheque for £9.99 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev: 

Name: 

Addressl: 

Address 2: 

Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV0808 DR 

Alternatively telephone on: 01302 367868 
& quote offer code CV0808 DR 
Book Code: 978 1 903905 33 3 



Feature 

Doing the Lambe 



What happened when 670 bishops, 550 spouses, dozens of ecumenical visitc 
experts from all around the world descended on Canterbury this summer? S 



T HE Lambeth Conference may be over, 
but the real work is only now 
beginning.’ So wrote Bishop John the 
day after returning home from 
Canterbury, three weeks after the diocese first 
welcomed the visiting bishops in mid July. 

Around 670 bishops (and 550 spouses) 
travelled from all over the world to 
Canterbury. As Bishop Colin wrote in The 
Door in June, the purpose of the Conference 
was to equip bishops as ‘Leaders in Mission’. 

After a three-day retreat, led by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury 
Cathedral, most days were structured around 
a morning Eucharist, Bible Studies and indaba 
(discussion) groups, together with seminars, 
workshops and plenaries on issues such as 
evangelism, HIV/AIDS and climate change. 
Inevitably, there was debate on hot topics 
such as homosexuality and how the Anglican 
Communion should move forward, but there 
were no formal resolutions. 

So how did it turn out? ‘The bishops 
emerged determined to do all we can to hold 
the Anglican Communion together, based on 
enriched friendships, progress towards an 
Anglican Covenant, and a moratorium on the 
divisive actions that have been threatening the 
unity of the Communion,’ said Bishop John. 

He paid tribute to the ‘magnificent’ 
leadership of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

‘He balanced theological and spiritual 
depth with personal humility and wise, 
strong leadership.’ 

'We didn't agree across the 
Communion on homosexuality 
(how would we?) but we listened 
well to each other and heard the 
pain on both sides' 

Bishop John 



He found conversations with fellow bishops 
inspirational. ‘It was very moving to talk to 
bishop.s who had not an inch of tarmac in 
their whole diocese and who travel by foot 
over mountain ranges to reach their out- 
stations, or by canoe from island to island, or 
by plane piloted by their wife. 

‘We heard from a bishop who has no 
stipend and is supported by his children; an 
archbishop who has the diocesan office in his 
front room; and a bishop who has 30 priests 
spread across a diocese the size of France, 
Spain and Italy put together. 

‘The work some of these [people] do in 
setting up orphanages, AIDS programmes, 
schools, primary health care facilities and so 
on, is humbling.’ 

What Bishop John describes as ‘the 
heavyweight work’ was done in the indaba 
groups, designed on the African model of 
purposeful discussion on common concerns. 

‘It was a listening process by which 
corporate wisdom emerged,’ he said. On the 
specific questions of human sexuality and the 




Bishops prepare for their official photo, taken at this year's Conference 



future of the Communion, there was ‘a good 
airing of the issues and some inching 
forward’, he added. 

‘We didn’t agree across the Communion on 
homosexuality (how would we?) but we 
listened well to each other and heard the pain 
on both sides of the argument... 

‘My own view remains that we need to 
hold together in respectful and prayerful 
dialogue, under scripture, remembering that 
it took the Communion 100 years to sort out 
its approach to polygamy, 50 years on 
contraception and 40 years on the marriage 
of divorced people.’ 



The Conference concluded with a 
commitment to an Anglican Covenant, 
although the details are still incomplete. For 
now, though, the bishops agreed to moratoria 
on the consecration of people in same-sex 
relationships; on blessings of same-sex unions; 
and on bishops acting in provinces outside 
their own. A Pastoral Forum will also be 
established to help resolve disputes. 

To read Bishop John's reflections in full, see: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/page/6870. 

See also Bishop Alan's blog at 
http://bishopalan.blogspot.com. 



What is the Lambeth Conference? 

A meeting of the archbishops and bishops of the 'Anglican Communion' or family of churches 
around the world. It takes place every 10 years. The first Lambeth Conference was held in 1867 
at Lambeth Palace in London. The current venue is the University of Kent, chosen because 
Canterbury is home to the 'mother church' of the Anglican Communion, Canterbury Cathedral. 

Who was there? 

The Archbishop of Canterbury invited 800+ bishops of whom around 670 attended. Some 
traditionalist bishops chose to attend the alternative Global Anglican Future Conference 
(GAFC0N) in the Holy Land in June, and while 80 GAFC0N bishops also came to Lambeth, 
many stayed away. 

View from the sidelines 

The Revd Eddie Marquez, Priest-in-charge of Woodley, his wife Elizabeth, and the Revd Ernesto 
Lozada-Uzuriaga, Vicar of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes, all acted as translators for 
Spanish speaking bishops. Other languages catered for by the team of 40 translators were 
French, Portugese, Arabic, Swahili, Japanese, Korean and Burmese. 'It was busy: a full day 
beginning with the Eucharist, then helping with the Bible Studies, indaba groups and plenaries/ 
said Eddie. 'But it was a great privilege, a unique experience.' 







theologians and other 
ih Meyrick reports 

Alongside the main Conference, 550 spouses 
(including six husbands) joined the Spouses' 
Conference. The programme, called 'Equipping 
ourselves for God's service', offered plenaries, 
Bible Studies, and workshops on topics as 
diverse as microfinance, management, keep fit 
and prayer beads. There were many 
opportunities for storytelling. Two spouses from 
our 

diocese give us the inside story. 

Rebecca Cottrell 

It really surprised me how much I enjoyed the 
Spouses’ Conference. I went thinking it would 
be one big coffee morning where all would 
chat and pass on cake recipes - and that’s not 
my thing. I went mainly because another 
bishop’s wife asked me to help her with an art 
installation ( pictured below). 

In fact, what I experienced was a growing 
together of people from many different 
cultures and areas of the world, with 
experiences that I found moving and 
challenging. I felt humbled and privileged by 
the friendships and sharing of these stories, 
some of which I pass on so that their 
experiences may be shared and prayed for. 



'This is what it is like for 
Christians in my country/ 

Jane 

* Mary’s story 

‘It will take ten days to walk to safety. Ten 
days with no food. Ten days with little water. 

‘We wake each day and pray. Pray that we 
can walk. Pray that we can get one more day 
nearer safety. It’s hot. We are tired. We are 
hungry. We are thirsty. We walk another day. 
At the end of the day we get down on our knees 
and pray and thank God we have made it. 

‘For nine more days we walk. We pray. We 
make it. By prayers we make it to safety. By 
the love of God we make it to safety.’ 

* Jane’s story 

‘I have a friend in the village. She is of a 
different faith. She talks to me every day. We 
are good friends. She talks to me about her 
faith; I talk to her about my faith. One day 
she comes to me and says she wants to know 
more about Jesus. We talk more. She says that 




she feels very strongly that she wants to 
follow Jesus with me. Her husband finds out. 
He sets her on fire. This is what it is like for 
Christians in my country.’ 



* Samantha’s story 

‘There is a man in my village. He has started 
to talk to me about the Bible. He will not 




Bishops' spouses stop for a photo at Lambeth 



touch my Bible; his religion will not allow it. 
I look at his holy book but am not allowed to 
touch it. I am very worried. In my country he 
could get me killed. I want to share my faith 
but he could denounce me. He could say I 
blessed him. He could get me killed. Please 
pray for me. Please pray for him.’ 

* Sonia’s story* 

‘I was out getting water. I heard the cars first. 
They were travelling in the direction of the 
village. I knew I had to get home. I walked 
towards the cars. They had surrounded the 
village and the cars were surrounded by 
soldiers with guns pointing out. I knew I had 
to get to my children, to my bishop. 

‘But how would I get through the soldiers? 
They shoot first, ask questions later. I prayed. I 
prayed that whatever happened I would be with 
my children, my bishop. “Where are you going, 
what do you want?” they shouted, pointing 
their guns. “My house is over there, my children 
need me”. The first miracle. No more questions. 
I was through, I was alive. 

‘The village; silent. My house; silent. My 
children under the bed, my Bishop sitting on the 
bed. I crawl under the bed to shield the children. 
The shooting starts. The windows smashed with 
the bullets. The door smashed with the bullets. 
My back feels the earth fly up as the bullets hit 
the ground by the bed. My bishop sitting still 
with the bullets flying around his head. Second 
miracle: myself, my children, my bishop alive. 



‘Shooting stops. The cars go. We go outside. 
Everyone outside shot. I go next door. Everyone 
shot. This is my life, this is how I live.’ 

*Names have been changed. 

Wendy Pritchard 

I loved meeting people from all around the 
world, and finding a shared faith, concern for 
the world and for one another. The best bit 
was hearing their stories. I’ve been changed as 
a result and now know so much more of the 
reality of living in countries facing poverty, 
HIV/AIDS, climate change and the 
consequences of war. 

I tried lots of new things, but the best was 
walking the labyrinth. This was drawn out 
with whitewash on the grass, in a quiet corner 
of the sports field. The labyrinth is a gentle 
prayer walk, where you can stop whenever 
you want, think whatever you want and let 
God communicate. The woman who went first 

'Her message was to find what 
you were good at, and use that 
for God/ 

Wendy Pritchard 

took off her shoes. I’m allergic to insect bites and 
protect myself all summer with the highest 
strength insect repellent. So it was a great act of 
trust for me to take my shoes off too. But the sense 
of communication with the earth and with God 
was really intense - so much so that I walked 
another labyrinth a few days later, again without 
shoes, only this time on very hot rubber chippings. 

So many stories inspired me, but perhaps the 
most unusual was the way one bishop’s wife from 
Tasmania uses her love of animals to help people 
towards faith. 

She used her six donkeys in animal services 
and did living cribs, where even the baby was 
real. Then she entered her ferret in a 
competition, and by accident found herself the 
owner of the champion ferret. So she started 
having ferret parties, where she invited ferret 
lovers and their pets to come round. At the 
appropriate point, she apologised to them that 
she’d have to go to church for a service (taking 
her ferret) but they’d be very welcome to come 
too with theirs! 

She was having a huge impact on church 
numbers, and enjoying herself too - but her 
message was to find what you were good at, and 
use that for God. 

Wendy Pritchard and Rebecca Cottrell have 
both contributed to ‘ Mitres , Marriage and 
Being Myself edited by Jane Williams 
(SPCK), which was launched at the 
Conference. All photos copyright Lambeth 
Conference. 



T 

u 



Russians get vocal 
at church 



A Leading Russian vocal group will visit 
Great Britain in the Spring 2009. The five - 
man Hermitage Men’s Vocal Ensemble, from 
St Petersburg, will perform a variety of 
Russian Orthodox (as “Vespers” 
S.Rahmaninov) and traditional folk songs 
(‘Red Army Choir’ style) includes older 
musical scores of the Russian 
monastic tradition as well. 

The members of the choir are each 
professional musicians who regularly 
perform at Orthodox churches in Russia, 
as well as the Opera and with the 
Philharmonic Orchestra in St Petersburg. 

If you know of a possible venue for 2009, 
please contact Natalie Aksuticheva 

hermitage@uk2.net or ensemble@rol.ru 
Website http://hermitage.seenworks.com 
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FINE ART & ANTIQUE AUCTIONEERS 



TOWCESTER & NORTHAMPTON 

- A family profession for over 1 75 years - 

Downsizing ? Moving Parish? 

Got something to sell ? 

• Monthly Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables 
Sales (Towcester) 

• Twice Monthly General Sales (Northampton) 

• Regular Specialist Sales (Towcester) 

• Valuation, Probate, House Clearance 

• 8000 sq ft salerooms with parking 

• Fully catalogued & internet integrated sales 

• Local, National & International advertising 

• Collection & Delivery arranged 

• Entries always invited - Monday - Friday 
9am-3pm 

• Entries from our ecclesiastical customers 
particularly welcome 

• Call us on 01327 359595 

It has never been easier to sell at auction. We take 
care of everything and make sure your items are 
displayed, catalogued, advertised and sold as well 
as possible. As the Midland’s largest Auction 
House, you can be assured you’re in safe hands.’ 

If you have something to sell, call us on 
01327 359595 or 01604 712945 
Come to your local Auction House 
and sell to the world! 

www.iphumbertauctioneers.com 

The Towcester Sales rooms, Burcote Road, 
Towcester NN12 6TF 
Tel: 01327 359595 Fax: 01327 352038 
The Nothampton Salerooms, Freehold Street, 
Northampton NN2 6EW 
Tel: 01604 712945 Fax: 01604 712945 
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GUIDE 

TO THE 

CHURCH 

200*1 

CALENDAR 



THIdSS To 



TAKE To CHURCH 



ECCLESIASTICALPROPERTYSOLUTIONSt 

abetterview.co.uk 01885 400311 



SAVE £7,791 



NO RISK, HASSLE FREE BENEFITS... 



Call: 0845 122 6902 1 AUTOSAVE HR 

or visit: www.autosave.co.uk 1 **** 1 k LIU 



(not their real names) are brothers who now need to find a 
permanent family to live with whilst they grow up. Having 
suffered significant loss they need a two parent family where 
they are the only or youngest children. They require a warm, 
loving and supportive environment able to offer good routines 
and boundaries as they grow to maturity Lively, adventurous 
and inquisitive they will absorb and flourish in a stimulating and 
active family environment. 

If you feel you can offer Dan and Andrew a permanent adoptive 
home we would love to hear from you. For an informal chat and 
further information on this opportunity please contact Fiona 
Crute, Family Finder on 01635 503155 or e mail her at 

fcrute@westbe rks.gov.uk 



w WestBerkshire 



Choose from hundreds of new & used makes & models 
Minimum 12 months parts and labour warranty 
Minimum 12 months roadside assistance 



HPI/VMC mileage and history check 
FREE nationwide delivery to your door 
FREE Accident Management Scheme 



“Savings shown are against New UK List Pncss. Prices correct at ome o( going to press. Cars snown tor illustration only 



Registered Office: 1 Oughton Way, Sheffield S4 7DY 



Dan, age 9 and Andrew, age 6 



AUTOSAVE.. .OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO CHURCHES AND CHARITIES 



2004 04 CITREON PICASSO 
1.6 HDI DESIRE 



2007 07 FORD GALAXY 
2.0TDCI ZETEC 



An 'Aladdin’s cave’ of 



Christian quotations 

Bv Clemency Fox 



THIS is a beautiful book, a book of 
pure pleasure. It is a book for 
dipping into, anywhere, and 
savouring individual nuggets of 
wisdom, or for reading whole 
sections, one after the other. It is a 
book for reflection and 
contemplation. 

This is an Aladdin’s cave of 
treasures; quotations drawn, as the 
description on the back cover says, 
‘from the Bible, spiritual classics, 
the lives and writings of saints, 
literature, poetry, diaries, 
biographies and historical writings 
as well as the oral tradition’. 

The 122 topics are alphabetically 
arranged. In the early part of the 
book we find ourselves with 
acceptance, action, beauty, belief. We 
go on via depression, divinity, 
freedom, influence, inner life, music, 



progress, quietness, suffering, 
thanksgiving, to name but a few. If we 
start at the beginning and read to the 
end we arrive, after a long and rich 
journey, at work, worldliness and 
worship. 

I like the way, at the end of each 
topic, William Sykes puts up sign- 
posts to other sections, so that our 
way through and in this book takes 
turnings and byways, goes backwards 
as well as forwards. For example, at 
the end of the section headed 
depression we are invited to go and 
look for healing, loneliness, 
perseverance, suffering and 
transformation. After quotations 
under the heading ‘action’ the 
signposts point to discipleship, 
kingdom of God, progress, service, 
work. 

William Sykes has done us all a 
favour in producing such a rich 
collection, which has taken him years 



to accumulate. I suspect that those 
who preach, teach, study and write 
and find themselves searching for 
an apt quotation will be 
especially grateful. One quotation out 
of many I appreciated is from 
Kierkegaard: ‘God creates out of 
nothing, wonderful, you say: yes, to 
be sure, but he does what is still more 
wonderful: he makes saints out of 
sinners.’ 

Clemency Fox worships in Stanford in 
the Vale. 



THE 

CANTERBURY 
BOOK OF 
SPIRITUAL 
QUOTATIONS 

WILLIAM SYKES 

CANTERBURY 

PRESS 

£14.99 



Free Draw! 



Thanks to his website cartoonchurch.com and his weekly 
'Dave Walker's Guide to the Church' cartoons in the Church 
Times, the inimitable Dave Walker already has a substantial 
following. Now his spell as cartoonist in residence at the 
Lambeth Conference has brought him to the attention of a 
wider audience still. Thanks to Canterbury Press, we have five 
copies of The Dave Walker Guide to the Church 2009 
Calendar to give away. Lucky readers will be drawn from a 
hat on 15 September. For a chance to win your copy, send 
your name and address to 'Calendar Offer, The Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



unlock the potential 
of your Church property 
and advance your mission 



Biblical tips on 
sustainable living 



Bv Maranda St John Nicolle 

‘CHRISTIANITY, Climate Change 
and Sustainable Living’ and ‘Living 
with the Planet’ offer 
complementary approaches to the 
question of how to engage with 
pressing environmental concerns. 

Nick Spencer and Robert White’s 
book is an exceptionally well-thought- 
out book that manages to unite 
rigorous analysis with readability. The 
book is divided into three sections: the 
first sets out the facts on climate 
change and links it with questions of 
sustainable lifestyle; the second 
explores biblical teaching on these 
areas, and the third ‘sketches out what 
sustainable living might look like’ in 
view of the biblical material, and 
suggests how that vision of sustainable 
living could be realised today. 

The authors* vision is conservative 
in theology and market-based in 
economics. But whatever one’s own 
position in these areas, the 
exceptional care given to the theology, 
the solidity of evidence and arguments 
throughout, and the bringing together 
of small and large scale solutions in a 



coherent picture make this a book 
that is essential reading for any 
interested in the issues under 
discussion. 

‘Living with the Planet’ is a 
beautifully illustrated book which 
approaches environmental issues by 
looking in successive chapters at the 
atmosphere, seas, overall structure of 
the earth and each of the continents. In 
each chapter, the author portrays the 
riches of the area under discussion, 
presents the threats facing it in a world 
of environmental degradation and 
climate change, and offers 
encouraging stories about people who 
have assisted conservation, or species 
that have recovered from dangerously 
low levels. Points for ‘taking action’ 
are linked to the material in the 
chapter. 

The book’s scope is both its 
weakness and its strength. Inevitably 
in anything that seeks to cover so 
much ground there are disputable 
statements and occasional errors. But 
equally the book is unusually 
affecting precisely because it manages 
to convey a sense of the scale and 
variety of both the glories of creation 
and the destruction being visited on it. 



It has the additional merit of offering 
a list of suggested websites that gives 
a window into environmental 
activities in other areas of the world. 

Maranda St John Nicolle is co- 
ordinator of Christian Concern for One 
World (CCOW). 

CHRISTIANITY. 
CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND 
SUSTAINABLE 
LIVING 

NICK SPENCER 
& ROBERT 
WHITE 

SPCK £9.99 



LIVING WITH 
THE PLANET 



CATHERINE VON 
RUHLAND 

LION HUDSON 
£10.99 










St Paul’s Lectern 



St Paul’s Rostrum Furniture 



Canterbury and York Lecterns 



When a new church building is in the 
planning, the furniture can sometimes 
be left to the last minute when 
someone has the job of finding items 
that will “fit in” with the rest of the 
building. When Paul Fuller and his 
team work on church projects they feel 
it is always better in the long run to 
discuss the furniture at its conception. 
A recent project taken on by Fullers 
was that of St. Paul’s, Addlestone, 
Surrey where a complete set of 
rostrum furniture was put in place, 
both complimenting the architecture of 
the building and matching the specific 
colours. 

Over the last twenty three years. 
Fullers have enjoyed making furniture 
for churches and look forward to the 
next twenty one with the many new 
churches that may bring. 

If you would like any mare 
information on Fullers Finer 
F umiium, please contact Paul Fuller 
on §1934 mill . 



23 years of Quality 



The company also oner a lull 
restoration service giving existing 
items a new lease of life and with the 
changing patterns of worship even 
turning pews into pulpits! 

Fullers Finer Furniture pride 
themselves on their attention to detail 
and have produced quality items of 
furniture for places of worship right 
across the U.K. The most popular 
items are lecterns and with this in 
mind have introduced one in particular 
that has been very successful. The 
Canterbury Lectern (pictured) has a 
gas height control that enables swift 
movement with the flick of a switch. It 
is fully wired to take a gooseneck 
microphone and can also be fitted with 
an LCD video monitor for churches 
that use LT. As well as this, the lectern 
can be made in five different wood 
finishes with the option of contrasting 
embellishments and even the church 
logo. A similar larger model, The York 
is also available (also pictured). 



Remember 1985, when mobile phones 
were the size of breeze blocks and the 
world wide-web was just a twinkle in 
the eye of the likes of Alan Sugar and 
Bill Gates? 

Whilst others were busy combing their 
big hair and just getting over the craze 
of leg warmers, one “young man” was 
busy starting his own business. Paul 
Fuller, a national award winning 
cabinet maker did his apprenticeship at 
a local firm then went on to establish 
Fullers Finer Furniture. Twenty Three 
years on and the business is still going 
strong, specialising in Church 
Furniture. Fullers who are based in 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset, design 
and manufacture everything from 
communion trays to communion 
tables, all of which are tailor made to 
suit perfectly with the ambience and 
architecture of each specific building. 



ADVERTORIAL 
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Visit 

Anglicanshop.com 

for all your Advent Resources 



Angiicanshop.com was launched 
at the Christian Resource Exhibition 
in May 2007. Based at Kevin Mayhew 
Publishers Ltd in Suffolk, it has rapidly 
become an established online, shop, 
supplying resources worldwide. , 

The service has been particularly 
welcomed by customers who have 
experienced closure of their local 
bookshop. 

Anglicanshop.com is managed by 
Steve Foyster, who has over 1 0 years* 
experience of high street Christian 
retailing. Although he acknowledges 
that surfing the net is not quite the 
same as browsing the shelves, Steve 
is more than happy to talk to customers 
by email and telephone, to discuss 
their requirements and download 
suggested titles. 



The showroom at Buxhali, near 
Stowmarket is also open for sales, 
Monday to Friday between 9-QG 
and 5-QQ. 

With oyer 6,GQ0 products being added 
to daily and weekly price promotions, 
Anglicanshop.com offers all your 
resource needs from under one roof: 
Bibles, books cards, CDs, DVDs gifts, 
software and a vast selection of 
church supplies. 

Urgent orders can be delivered within 
48 hours, with non-stocked items 
normally at your door within 7 days. 



Contact Steve by email at 
stew@kevinmayhewltd.com 
or telephone his direct line 

01449 738829 
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The Rose of English Furniture y 

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 

Tel/Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 








Total Solar Eclipse 2009 



A once in a lifetime experience to 
view the longest total eclipse of 
the 21st century. 

A total eclipse of the sun is one 
of nature's most spectacular 
phenomena. As the earth slips 
into the moon's shadow, the sky 
darkens and an eerie twilight 
covers the land. This is the only 
time when the sun's atmosphere, 
the solar corona, is visible as a 
bright halo around the black disk 
of the moon. 



A special departure of China 
Highlights on 1 7 July 2G09 presents 
the perfect opportunity to combine 
the ec I ipse w ith a n amazing jou rney 
around China. The eclipse itself will 
take place on 22 July and we will 
view the spectacular event from an 
unobstructed site near Hangzhou. 
Here we will experience totality for 
over 5 minutes (weather permitting). 
The eclipse will occur at just after 
09.30 in the morning with the sun 
at an altitude of 57 degrees. 



This is just one of a selection of 
tours on which you may view the 
total solar eclipse. 



WENDY WU TOURS 



A8TANOW7994 
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8 Ancient Cities, 27 days - Fully Inclusive 

BOOK NOW the last opportunity 
for this 27 day journey from just £1,990pp 



Days 1 7-1 9: Chengdu - Leshan 

Visit the remarkable Grand Buddha at Leshan and view the cliff-carved 
statue from the river. See the adorable Giant Pandas at the famous reserve 
and visit a bamboo park. City tour of Chengdu. Sleeper train to Xian. 

Days 20-22: Xian 

Visit the famous Terracotta Warriors. Touring also includes the Little Wild 
Goose Pagoda, the City Wall, Shaanxi Museum and the lively Muslim 
Quarter. Also experience a performance of Tang Dynasty dancing. Sleeper 
train to Beijing. 

Days 23-26: Beijing 

Walk along the Great Wall, marvel at the unique Temple of Heaven and 
visit the exquisite Summer Palace. Stroll across Tiananmen Square and 
visit the majestic Forbidden City. Enjoy a Chinese Acrobatic Show and a 
'Peking Duck' dinner. 

Day 27: Beijing - UK 

Fly to the UK, arriving home later the same day. 



Days 1-3: UK - Shanghai 

Fly overnight to cosmopolitan Shanghai and be met by our Tour Captain. 

Touring includes the beautiful Yu Gardens, Shanghai Museum and the 
fascinating Old Town. 

Days 4-6: Suzhou - Hangzhou 

Drive to Suzhou to visit the traditional oriental gardens. Enjoy a cruise on 
the Grand Canal and visit a Silk Mi 1 1 Transfer to Hangzhou and experience 
an oriental tea-tasting. Visit the Temple of Inspired Seclusion and the Six 
Harmonies Pagoda and cruise on West Lake. 

Days 7-9: Wuzhen - Shanghai 

Enjoy a leisurely walking tour of Wuzhen to see the ancient canals and 
pavilions. Continue to Shanghai to stroll along the famous Bund. Shop in 
Nanjing Road, explore modern Pudong and take an evening cruise on the 
panoramic Huangpu River. Fly to Guilin. 

Days 10-11: Guilin - Vangshuo 

Cruise on the spectacular Li River enjoying views of the beautiful 
limestone hills. Arrive in the picturesque countryside town of Yangshuo 
for an overnight stay. Return to Guilin and visit the stunning Reed 
Flute Caves. 

Days 12-14: Kunming 

Fly to Kunming. Visit the remarkable Stone Forest, where surreal limestone 
columns reach up to the heavens. Admire the 'Sleeping Beauty Hills' and 
Dianchi Lake. Fly to Chongqing. 

Days 15-16: Chongqing - Dazu 

City tour of Chongqing. Drive to Dazu, to view the ancient Buddhist 
frescoes and stone carvings. Drive to Chengdu for a tasty Sichuan dinner. 

CALL PETER GOORD TRAVEL NOW 01 752 364 1 86 TO BOOK 

Tour Inclusions: Airfares , all meals ; transportation , accommodation, entrance fees, guides and visa fees. 



Depart UK 


Price From 


01 Nov 2008 


£2,190 


15 Nov 


£1,990’ 


21 Mar 2009 


£2,390 


18 Apr 


£2,590 


16 May 


£2,590 


17 Jul* 


£2,690 



Terracotta Warriors 



Total Solar Eclipse Jul 09 



The Great Wall -MRS 



‘Price of £1,990 applies to 2 people sharing for departures on 15 Nov 2008. Fly from London Heathrow with British Airways. Regional departures available with Emirates. 
**£80pp discount applies for bookings until 26 October 2008. #Special departure to view the longest total solar eclipse of the 21st century. 
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World Church 



New city, new 
challenge 



WHEN the Revd Ricky Yates, 
Rector of the Shelswell Benefice, 
takes up his new appointment 
this month he will be swapping 
ten country churches for a share 
in a single city church - and 
taking a crash course in Czech! 

Mr Yates and his wife, a 
photographer, are moving to 
Prague where he will become 
the chaplain of St Clement’s 
Anglican Episcopal Church, 
which meets in a building 
belonging to the Czech 
Brethren, a Lutheran/Reformed 
denomination. He admits the 
move will be a considerable 
change. 

‘Prague is somewhere that is 
new to both me and my wife, so 
it’s a new city and a new 
challenge,’ 




congregation is English 

speaking but very mixed, and as 
with any European chaplaincy, 
there’s quite a turnover of 
people. So one of my 
churchwardens is a South 
African, and another member of 
the church council is American. 

‘Here I have ten churches and 
eight PCCs. On a typical Sunday 
I can drive 40 miles. In Prague I 
will have one Sunday service and 
occasional weddings. I hope that 
will give me more time to spend 
with people.’ 

He says he will miss the 
pheasants and the cricket. ‘In 
Finmere we live right opposite 
the cricket field and a straight six 
comes straight back into the 
garden,’ he says. Otherwise, he 
expects to find the same broad 
range of churchmanship as in 
any rural benefice. 

As well as downsizing from a 
four-bedroomed Rectory to a 
two-bedroom flat, he and his 
wife (who already speaks four 
languages) have the challenge 
of learning Czech to look 
forward to. 



Archbishop of Georgia pleads for 
humanitarian aid on visit to Oxford 



THE Archbishop of Georgia issued an 
urgent plea for aid to prevent a 
humanitarian disaster in his war-torn 
country. 

Archbishop Malkhaz 

Songulashvili, head of the Evangelical 
Baptist Church of Georgia, appealed 
for aid after a week of fighting in 
August left scores of people dead and 
wounded, and many more homeless. 

‘The war has left thousands of 
people without shelter, food and 
medicine. Humanitarian disaster is 
inevitable unless something is done,’ 
said Archbishop Malkhaz. ‘I get 
reports every 10 minutes of people 
who are suffering. As archbishop I 
know people all over the country and I 
know we need humanitarian aid to 
save the lives of children, the elderly, 
prisoners of war and wounded 
soldiers.’ 

Cash is urgently needed to buy 
food, medicine, bandages, cloth and 
blankets to help the victims of the war. 

Archbishop Malkhaz spoke at a 
press conference, organised by 
Churches Together in Central 
Oxford, at St Michael at the North 
Gate Church, Oxford, on Wednesday, 
13 August. That night Christians 
joined him for a vigil of prayer for 



peace at the church. Archbishop 
Malkhaz was on sabbatical research 
leave in Oxford but, at the time of 
going to press, planned to head home 
as soon as possible. 

He was appealing for aid for the 
Betheli Humanitarian Association in 
Georgia, which was founded by the 
Evangelical Baptist Church of 
Georgia 10 years ago. It has branches 
in all parts of Georgia and is able to 
reach out to all those who have 
suffered the tragic consequences of 
the war. 

He said: ‘The churches and people 
are very keen to work together for 
reconciliation. They are keen to bring 
food, medicine and shelter to people 
regardless of their ethnic or religious 
background. 

‘For the first time in my ministry I 
found it very difficult to tell anyone, 
‘do not be afraid’, but I try and 
remember I am still a minister of the 
Gospel and our Christian faith is 
about the cross and resurrection, and 
the cross is always followed by the 
resurrection.’ 

The press conference was arranged 
after the Church of England’s 
spokesman on Georgian Affairs, Rt 
Revd Stephen Platten, Bishop of 




Wakefield, issued a statement calling 
for peace. 

The Revd Hugh Lee, and Chairman 
of Churches Together in Central 
Oxford, said: ‘Obviously this is a 
complex situation, but Christians 
have a duty, as indeed we all have, to 
those in need and the suffering, who 
have been unwittingly caught up in 
this conflict.’ 

Donations of cheques or cash can 
be made to Churches Together in 
Central Oxford do St Michael at the 
North Gate Church, Cornmarket 
Street, Oxford, OX1 3EY. 




boutique 



4 nights 4^ hotel 
1 night free included 

The 4 ★ Hudson Hotel is chic and contemporary, located within one 
block of Central Park and Columbus Circle and within walking 
distance to Carnegie Hall, museums and restaurants 






all this is included! 

transfers from the airport to your hotel 
a broadway experience-theatre tickets to phantom of the opera! 

a thrilling new york helicopter tour! 



FUNWAY 

call and book now on 

in partnership with CS Vi ££ 4 f 

Peter Goord Travel UOV/U I 'v 

‘Includes. Return non-stop economy flights with American Airlines ex London Heathrow. Saturday night required. 
All airport taxes & fuel surcharges. Departures: 01 Jan - 31 Mar 2009. Subject to availability and change. 



Around the 
British Isles 

From £776pp Twin tossoe cabin 

£93? T»m outside cabm 
A n-ste cabins from 02/9 



BL025- 12 nights 

Departs Dover 7th October 2008 

Around the British Isles 

Circuiting almost the whole of the British Isles, this Balmoral cruise offers something for 
pretty well everyone. Taking in some of the major cities of Britain and Ireland, as well as 
the Dutch capital, this 12-night autumn night cruise is accompanied by the classic Big 
Band sounds of Bill Tole’s Jimmy Dorsey 8, as well as a host of other top U.S. 
entertainers. 

A traditional Cornish welcome awaits in Falmouth with it's beautiful natural harbour 
providing the first landfall. Other ports of call include: vibrant Dublin with its Temple Bar 
area; City of Culture and the Beatles, Liverpool; post-troubles Belfast, resurgent capital of 
the North; Leith, 

gateway to the cultural hub of Edinburgh with its breathtaking castle, Princes Street 
shopping and beautiful old town; exciting Geordie Newcastle boasting a newly developed 
water front and striking Millennium Bridge; and Amsterdam where culture and romance go 
hand in hand. 

The Balmoral cruise around the mainland provides a matchless way to visit the best of 
Britain and Ireland by sea, as well as Holland's capital, in relaxing style. 



Offer includes free parking at Dover 
& £80 on board spend (per cabin) 



Cruise features. 

•,W rbh\fa!f>rO M' 4 yS 
• Mftx HofaAS St&s 






2H» 0*M* 

3 



»» 

nm 



Free phone 0800 048 10552 

* Price tndudes a fuet supplement which a sufcfect to change 
This hofiday is operated in conjunction with Peler Goord and Red Obeo cruse ine» 
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To 

advertise in 
The Door 

cal! our 
sales team 



01752 

225623 



ST JOSEPH’S 
CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING GIRLS A - 18 • HOYS 0- 7 



PREPARATORY & SENIOR SCHOOL 

OPEN MORNING 

Monday 22 September 9.15 - 12.15pm 



SENIOR SCHOOL 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 23 October 6.30 - 9.00pm 



0118 966 1000 

w w w. st-j os e p 1 1 s. reading.sch.uk 



PILGRIMAGES 
TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 

ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 
www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • LATA 



Radies < Vtllcgc d an independent 
boarding school tot bo\ aged 
Id to IS 

l lte I oundation Sward at II 
Id audit) ait tor bo\s cnneiUls 
ill stale education with aeadeiuie 
poleiilial and inleresi in music ail. 
drama or spoil. 

The award pi ovules Im.mcial 
support ot np lo KKCr o| lull fees 
loi two initial \eai ■ al piejj.iiaP ha 
school and (lien t«u ,< lintliei live 
\ i at s at U.uIIgn 



Radley 
0)1 lege 



FOUNDATION 
AWARDS AT 
I It, 13+ AND 16+ 



liiicJ 

For details: I he lvUppar. 

Radley College, Ampdon OX14 2HR 
Tel: 01235 343174 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

tininv. wolstenhomes. co. uk 



Choosing 



Insurance 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

we have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 
SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER 
£20 OFF ANY ANNUAL POLICY 
(please see larger advert for details) 

For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



For more information call 07738 
241 859 and ask for Chris 



Deciding on a school for your children is a 
tremendously important choice. In many cases a child’s 
primary and secondary education can have 
repercussions throughout life. With growing concerns 
surrounding much of education in Britain today, it 
should come as little surprise that Christian schools 
maintain their popularity with parents, providing a 
strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they do. The 
more disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit 
and their academic results continue to impress and in 
many cases improve. 



ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 



Anglican schools continue to be popular and are 
approached by parents from across the denominations, 

as well as other 
faiths, who wish 
to ensure that 
their children can 
enjoy a start to 
life based on a 
firm foundation. 



Faith based 
Schools, 
therefore, often 
have waiting lists 
or entrance 
examinations to 
help them 
maintain their 
standards of 
excellence, or 



fum; 



SR REDLANDS ROAD READING BERKSHIRE 
email : admissiom@st-j osephs . reading. sch.uk 



RGI IJT 



LUXURY CARAVAN 
HOLIDAY HOME 



FOR SALE 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park 
at Weymouth - 

voted Best Holiday Park in UK 

Only £14,995 



No time licence on the 
holiday home 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy Cottages 

3 & 4 Star ETB Graded. 
Wheechair Access M2. 
Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure 

Tel: 01 694 722869 

I www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



Holidays Abroad 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon@freeserve.co.uk 



ISRAEL 

Let the bible come alive 
Tour with Chris & Lindy Hill 
11, 13 & 15 day tours 
Brochure Tel: 

01763 272210 
Email: 

clbibletours@btinternet.com 
i www.clministries.org.uk . 



The/ Gledbourne/ _ 

A. comfortable hotel in the popular 
Alum Chine area of 'Bournemouth . 

Near to the seafront with excellent blue flag 
beaches , bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for l, 2, 3 or 4 people. Ad Un-suite. Tea/ coffee 
facilities and tv/radio in each room. 
Convenient for Bournemouth, Toole and many 
other attractions. Reasonable rates. 
Telephone 01202 761607 

www.thegfenbourne.co.11k • info@thegfenBourne.co.uk 



Christmas at ^ 



Four 

Star 



Guest 

Accommodation 



Hampton Manor 

Country House Hotel 

Three days and nights of gentle fun, warm fellowship, 
wonderful food, quality accommodation and sharing the 
real meaning of Christmas with a small group of friendly 
folk who need a break at Christmas. 

For more details, please ring 01579 370494 
or e-mail hamptonmanor@supanet.com 



To advertise 
call the sales team on 

01752 225623 
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a school 



offer open days for parents and 
prospective pupils to look around at 
what is on offer. Some schools may 
still be taking pupils for the new-year 
starting this month, but most will 
already be looking at the September 
2009 intake. You will find faith based 
schools in both the state supported 
sector offering free education whilst 
others can be found in the 
Independent Schools roster. Many 
of these schools will attract pupils 
from the local area as well as those 
who make use of the boarding 
facilities. 



choosing a school it is important 
therefore to look very much at your 
child's talents, attributes and 
emotional make up when choosing 
a school rather than simply how 
much closer it is to home. 

DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 

It’s a very similar story with further 
education and many pupils will be 
looking towards subjects to study a 
A Levels and then on towards 
Degrees or other forms of further 
education. 



MORE TO SCHOOL THAN 
EXAMINATIONS 

It isn't just the academic side of 
school that's important, although we 
all know how much relevant 
examinations decide our futures, its 
all of the other activities as well. A 
good school will therefore be looking 
at Sport and the Arts. These both 
help to develop the whole person as 
we are each of us so much more 
than a bank of knowledge. When 



A lot of prayer and advice will be 
undertaken in deciding what path to 
follow, even when inherent talents 
seem to make the choice a little 
more obvious. 





What would it take 
for your child to 

flourish ? 

Some parents know that their child could succeed but 
are frustrated that he or she is making slow progress. 

It might be because they: 

• are going unnoticed in a large school 

• have a learning difficulty such as dyslexia 

• are struggling with difficult issues at home 

• seem to be developing later than their friends 

• lack confidence 



KINGHAM HILI 

* ^ S C H O O l L -' 

Students Exceeding Expectations 



Call +44 (0) 1 608 658999 or email admissions@kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
to request a prospectus or arrange a visit. 

Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, 0X7 6TH 

www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

Boarding and day school for girls and boys from 11-18 yrs 

Join us at our next OPEN MORNING: 
Saturday 11th October 9:1 5am-1 :00pm 



Kingham Hill is as keen as any school 
to accommodate the most able 
students, and do it well. However, it 
revels in working with the average 
ability student, helping them to 
exceed expectations. There is 
something very satisfying about 
enabling a 'C grade student gain 'B' 
grades, helping a second fifteen player 
make the first fifteen rugby squad and 
finding a place in the musical for the 
grade 3 clarinettist. 

As a matter of principle Kingham 
Hill is not academically selective. On 
assessment days and at interview the 
Headmaster and his team are looking 
to identify students who will flourish if 
offered timely affirmation, appropriate 
challenge and, sometimes, tender 
loving care. Many students surprise 
their parents, and more importantly, 
themselves, by what they achieve. 

Securing this kind of success is 
hard work. It takes skill and dedication. 
It can only be found where the right 
values and ethos thrive. Drawing on 
1 20 years of Christian commitment 
and outstanding pastoral care, 
Kingham Hill has a remarkable track 
record in helping students exceed 
all expectations. 




K 



M 

C 





Auditions 

for chorister places in New College Choir 
(scholarships to New College School) 

Wednesday 1 October 2008 

For details please contact 
edward.higginbottom@new.ox.ac.uk 
or phone 0 1 865 2795 1 9 



NEW COLLEGE SCHOOL 



Day Preparatory and 
Choir School for boys aged 4-13yrs 

• Small, friendly community environment 
with close university links 

• Highly qualified and experienced staff 

• Broadly based curriculum 

• Centre for musical excellence 

• Outstanding academic and music results 

• Wide range of extra-curricular activities 

• Popular pre-school and after-school care 

• Generous scholarships for Choristers 

NEXT OPEN DAY 
Saturday 8th November 2008 

PLEASE CONTACT 
Mrs J Asquith, 

New College School, Savile Road, Oxford, 0X1 3UA 
Tel: 01865 243657 

Email : jasquith @ newcollege .oxon .sch .uk 
www.newcollege .oxon .sch .uk 





+ 





Advertising Feature 

Foundations for the future 
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MA in Theology and Ministry 



The Bible in Tomorrow's World 

Rt Revd Tom Wright, Bishop of Durham 

Spirituality and Creativity 

Dr John Drane and Olive Fleming Drane 

* Science and Religion 

Revd Dr David Wilkinson (taught online) 

Art and Theology 

Canon Anne Dyer 

Fresh Expressions of Church 

Revd Dr Steven Croft 



Doctor of Ministry 

Jointly delivered ivith the Durham University Department 
of Theology and Religion, the DMinistry enables doctoral 
level research in Practical Theology underpinned by the 
strengths of the classic theological disciplines. The MA in 
Theology and Ministry comprises part of the taught element 
of the Doctor of Ministry programme. 



High quality training for clergy and lay ministers 



Contact Val Strickland, Cranmer Hall, 3 South Bailey, Durham, DHt 3RJ 

T: E: 

www.cranmerhall.com 



Ripon College Cuddesdon and Oxford Ministry Course 

OPEN DAY 

10.30am - 5.00pm on Saturday, 18th October 2008 
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Come and join us for our Open Day — an opportunity to 
explore your vocation. Meet students and staff, and discover 
for yourself whether Ripon College Cuddesdon is the right 
place for you to train for ministry in the Anglican Church on 
our wide range of full-time and part-time courses. 
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For more information please contact: 

Ripon College Cuddesdon 

Oxford 0X44 9EX 

tel 4-44 (0)1865 874404 fax 4-44 (0)1865 875431 
e-mail enquiries@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk 



Deciding on full time, part time or distance 
learning education is a tremendously important 
choice. In many cases the subject chosen can 
have repercussions throughout life, forming for 
many students the foundations of a lifetime’s 
career. For a Christian of any age the choice 
of a theological, secular or social subject is 
likely to be emphasised, as it will affect the 
student’s chosen path in the future. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken 
in deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a 
little more obvious. For younger Christians the 
path may have already been discussed when 
choosing subjects for A levels but for many 
older Christians starting a course could well be 
a part of a change in life’s direction. 

For active Christians Theology is usually 
given consideration although mission and 
social work can also be tremendously 
attractive choices. 

There’s also the choice of university or 
college. For many some time away from home 
at University can be a time of self-discovery 
and growing. This can give the opportunity to 
meet new faces and discover new places 
whilst offering the opportunity to mix with a 
different congregation somewhere new, and 
for younger Christians the social activity 
choices will also be a consideration in this 
formative time. Others may well prefer 
somewhere closer to home. This can be due to 
the commitments such as family 
responsibilities or 
commitments to the 
local church or other 
organisations. 
Travelling times are 
also quicker, a boon 
for most students. 

There are others 
who might just like to 
study from home with 
one of the many long 
distance courses 
currently available. It is 
not always necessary 
to be working towards 
a professional 
qualification; you might 
just be interested in 
learning something for 
your own satisfaction 
to improve the results 
of a hobby or your 
effectiveness in a 
community 
organisation. There 
are several courses 
available to enhance 
your understanding of 
the Bible and bring 
things more to life 
when you study it. 
Such courses are 
available for people of 
all abilities. 



For all the challenge 
of full time and part 
time study should 
prove to be both 
rewarding and fulfilling 



Reaching Christians 



With 35,000 copies of the The Door distributed through churches in the Oxford 
Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to advertise your courses through local 
churches. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers published through Cornerstone 
Vision. We can help take your message throughout Anglican Diocese in the South 
and East of the country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The Wey - Guildford; Pompey 
Chimes - Portsmouth; Sarum Link - Salisbury and Grapevine - Bath and Wells. In 
all we print around 160,000 papers every month. That’s an awful lot of readers! 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 



LONDON 

SCHGDLOF 

THEOLOGY 

The new name for London Bible College 



Open Mornings 
9 3 Oam - 130pm 
Tuesday 25 November 2008 
Tuesday 28 April 2009 
Tuesday 19 May 2009 

Open Day 
Ham - 4pm 

Saturday 28 February 2009 



London School of Theology 
Green Lane * Northwood ■ HA6 2UW 

t 01923 456000 
e enquides#lstac.uk 
vv wvvvvist.ac.uk 

Kegi'sU‘t«d Charity No. 73 



Foi more I 
information I 
or to order | 3 

a prospectus '' — 

visit out NEW website 

www.lst.ac.uk 



* » M«t i I* 

the modern . . 
W ' world 



NEW FOR 2008/2009 

* Church and Society 

* Models of Ministry 

W. 

% Worship and Spirituality (Nov 08) 
% Using the Bible (Nov 08) 

% Christian Basics (Jan 09) 

* Mission & Evangelism (Apr 09) 

* Biblical Studies (Apr 09) 



WesleyCoilege 



An Ecumenical Study 
Centre o Den to all 

further details are available 
from* Wesley ( oik^e College 
Park Drive Henbnrv Road 
Hrhtol 8SI0 7QO 

Tel 0117 959 1200 
Fa* 0117 950 1277 

wtmtnewetfey cot|«<}e fertooloc.ufc 
www.wesIey-coHege-bristol.ac.uk 



OPEN DAYS AT QUEEN S 

Mondays: 20th October 2008 and 2nd February 2009 
Saturdays: 22nd November 2008 and 7th March 2009 

Are you exploring training for ordained or authorised ministry? 

Are you looking for an intellectually stretching and spiritually 
deepening formational programme which will equip you for effective 
ministry in the twenty-first century? 

Do you want to study and train in the stimulating, diverse company 
of scholars and students from the world church, research students, 
mission partners and ministerial candidates from a wide range of 
ecumenical partners? 

If so, come and meet with students and staff and discover what the 
Queen’s Foundation can offer for your theological education and 
ministerial training. 

See our website www.queens.ac.uk and for further information 
or to register please contact Rosemary Masked, 

The Queen’s Foundation, Somerset Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, B15 2QP 

E-mail r.maskell@queens.ac.uk or phone 0121 452 2600 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

September 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please 
send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the October 2008 issue is 10 
September . 



Sat 6 STONESFIELD 

Lord Carey (Patron) will be 
speaking at a communion 
service at 11.15am to mark the 
1 Oth Anniversary of Cecily’s 
Fund followed by a picnic in the 
grounds of Stonesfield Manor. 
Sat 6 WINSLOW Church 
Fete in Vicarage garden 2-5 pm 
Details 01296 712503. 

Sat 6 HIGH WYCOMBE 
12-4pm. Art Auction in aid of 
Wycombe Winter Night Shelter 
at Wycombe Museum, Priory 
Ave. Bring a picnic. Children’s 
games, cream teas, stalls, live 
music Sc croquet. 

Sat 6 SLOUGH St Laurence’s 
Mediaeval Fayre from 10.30am - 
4pm. Refreshments, stalls. 
Parking in Upton Court Park. 
Sat 6 OXFORD We Will 
Remember Them. Chapel of 
Remembrance. ChristChurch 
11am followed by sherry in the 
Priory Room. 

Mon 8 WOUGHTON ON 
THE GREEN Lecture ‘With 
Unveiled Face - the face of 
Christ and toxic shame’ by 
Revd Paul Goodliff, head of 
Ministry of Baptist Union. At 
St Mary’s at 8pm preceded by 
Holy Communion at 7.15pm. 
Sat 13 READING Heritage 
Day. Town centre churches will 
be open with demonstrations on 
the organs. 

Sat 13 HIGH WYCOMBE 

All Saints Church organ recital 
by Edward Symington at 12 
noon. 

Sat 13 CUDDESDON 

Mothers’ Union Parenting 
Facilitators Course. A free 
taster session at Ripon College. 



Details from 01865 848633. 
Sat 13/Sun 14 

HUGHENDEN Teddy Bears 
Flower Festival at St Michael Sc 
All Angels. Sat. 10.30am-5pm Sc 
Sun 12.30-5pm. In aid of The 
Ebenezer Children’s Centre, West 
Uganda. 

Sat 13/Sun 14 
COTTISFORD Art Sc Flower 
Festival at St Mary’s Church 
(Flora Thompson’s Fordlow) 
10am-5pm. Refreshments on 
‘Rector Ellison’s’ lawn. 
Admission free. 

Thur 18 HADDENHAM 
The Friends of Buckinghamshire’s 
Historic Churches inaugural 
lecture to be held in St Mary’s at 
7.30pm. Lecture by Julian Hunt, 
author of ‘Buckinghamshire’s 
Favourite Churches’. Admission 
£7/£3. Details 01844 291217. 
Sat 20/Sun 21 
BERNWODE Bernwode in 
Bloom Harvest Flower Festival 
by the 7 churches in the 
benefice. 10am - 5pm. 
Refreshments. 

Sun 21 ABINGDON St 
Helen’s 3pm promenade organ 
recital with tea Sc cakes followed 
by Choral Evensong at 4.30pm. 
Mon 22 ABINGDON St 
Helen’s, 7.30pm. Asylum 
Monologues: Personal Testimonies 
of Asylum seekers in the UK. 

Free, donations welcomed. 

Sun 21 AMERSHAM ON 
THE HILL Creative, 
contemplative, ‘fresh expressions’ 
worship. Imaginative use of 
teaching, liturgy, music and 
stillness. St Michael Sc All 
Angels 6-7.15pm. 01494 
726680. 



Sun 21 DORCHESTER A 

Service of Thanksgiving Sc 
Celebration for 30th 
Anniversary of Dorchester 
Team at 3pm in the Abbey. 
Preacher Bishop of Dorchester. 
Refreshments in the Rectory 
garden after the service. At 
6.30pm a Service of Celebration 
and Commitment to the Future 
in the Abbey led by Revd Janet 
Russell. 

Thurs 25 PRINCES 
RISBOROUGH Talk by 
evangelists Luis and Andrew Palau 
at St Mary’s, 7.45pm followed by 
refreshments. 

Fri 26 FINGEST Healing 
Service with laying on of hands 
and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am Details 
01491 571231. 

Sat 27 BERKHAMSTED 
The New School of Organ 
Studies: a recital on the Thomas 
Elliott organ of 1818 at Ashridge 
Chapel at 3pm. Admission 
£l0/£5 inc. wine and light 
refreshments. Tel. 01582 
715681. 

Sat 27 BOURNE END St 

Mark’s Church. 2-4.30pm 
Harvest flowers, refreshments Sc 
arts and craft fain 

Sat 27 FINCHAMPSTEAD 

Berkshire Vocations Fellowship. 
Quiet Day at St James’ Parish 
Centre. 10am-3.30pm led by 
Revd Ali Marshall, Vocations 
Advisor and Spiritual Director 
Details Debbie Dallimore 01865 
208291. 

Sat 27 ASTON CLINTON 

St Michael Sc All Angels 
Celebrity Organ Recital. 

Charles Wooler (Gosforth 



Parish Church, Newcastle upon 
Tyne) 7.30pm in aid of organ 
restoration fund. £8/£6 
payable on door. 

Sat 27/Sun 28 
CHALGROVE Harvest 
Flower Festival at St Mary’s at 
11am. llam-5pm. Lunches 
and cream teas. On Saturday 
there will be a demonstration of 
bellringing and Sunday the 
Chalgrove Band. 

TUES 30 BURFORD 
Climate Change : God’s world 
and our response’. Chaired by 
Bishop of Dorchester at St John 
the Baptist Church. 7.30pm. 
Details 01993 823788. 
OCTOBER 
Fri 3 ROTHERFIELD 
PEPPARD All Saints’ Church 
at 8pm. Music for an Autumn 
Evening. Frances Sc Martin Jones 
(oboe Sc piano). 0118 9722844. 
Fri 3-Sat 5 GREAT 
MISSENDEN Harvest 
Flower Festival at SS Peter Sc 
Paul. Organ recital and other 
events during the weekend. 
SUN 5 WOKINGHAM All 
Saints Service of Thanksgiving 
for the creation of Animals. 
Details 0118 9789782. 

Thur 9 OXFORD 
Oxford/Dorchester Vocations 
Fellowship. Church House 7.45- 
9.30pm. ‘Opportunities for 
Training’ The Revd Canon 
Professor Martyn Percy, Principal 
of OMC and Ripon College. 

Sat 18 DORCHESTER 
Acoustic Triangle performing at 
Dorchester Abbey 7.30pm. A 
musical exploration of inspiring 
buildings to new heights. 

Tickets 01235 528066. 



Golden Anniversary 
events at SS Peter 
& Paul, Botley 

Sat 4 October Golden age 
of Botley History 
exhibition 

Sun 5 Songs of Praise 
service 4.30pm 
Sat 11 Art and craft 
exhibition 

Thur 16 - Sun 19 Flower 
Festival 

Sat 18 Thanksgiving 
Service 



Henley on Thames 

Chantry House teas 2-5pm 
every Sunday and Bank 
Holiday throughout 
summer. 

Hughenden Park 

Delicious Cream Teas, with 
homemade cakes. Sundays 
and Bank Holiday 2.15- 
5.15pm at Church House, 
Hughenden Park until 19 
October. 

Denham St Mark’s 
Church open every 

Sunday afternoon until 19 
October for teas and 
cakes. Contact 01895 
833371. 

Penn Street Holy 

Trinity. Set in beautiful 
woodlands. Delicious 
cream teas, with 

homemade cakes. Every 
Sunday, 2.30-5pm until 
end of September. 



Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; /.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
[Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 



Cathedral Office 
01865 276155 * 
Cathedral Secretary: 
sally-arm. ford@chch.ox. 
ac.uk 

www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 



DORCHESTER 
ABBEY; QUIET 
SPACE EVENINGS The 

sacred space within the 
Abbey walls is known for its 
gende and quiet welcome 
and you are invited to 
absorb this enriching 
atmosphere in candle lit 
quiet spaces evenings, with a 
glass of wine. Thursday 25 
September 7.30- 9.30pm 
and Saturday 29 November 
7.30-9.30pm. 

Win Christmas prize for your church 

IT might seem early, but thinking now about the true meaning of 
Christmas could win your church £3,000. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance has launched its annual Church Competition, 
with a twist this year; Parishes and their wider church community are 
being invited to make a one-minute film about ‘the true meaning of 
Christmas’. 

Spokesman, Michael Angell, says: ‘We see the competition as an 
excellent opportunity to support the church’s message, the valuable 
work already taking place in the community, and to re-inforce the core 
spiritual values of Christmas.’ 

Films can be shot on a camcorder, laptop or mobile phone and 
uploaded to www.truemeaning.co.uk. For more details see 
Ecclesiastical’s website www.ecclesiastical.com. 



‘Do not be afraid little flock , 
for it is your father's good 
pleasure to give you the 
kingdom .’ Luke 12:32 
In the power of the Spirit 
and in union with Christ, let 
us pray to the Father for: 

Mon 1 Woodstock Deanery. 
For area dean Stephen 
M’Caw; synod lay chair 
Pauline Richardson; 

ecumenical representative 
Malcolm Elder; for Mission 
opportunities at Harvest-tide; 
for wisdom in deciding the 
number of stipendiary clergy. 
Tue 2 Martyrs of Papua 
New Guinea. As the new 
academic year begins we 
pray for all with 
responsibility for the 
education of children and 
young people, parents, 
teaching staff and governors. 
We pray for those who 
contribute to safe and 
stimulating environments for 
learning. For those working 
within the brief of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education and with the 
voluntary aided and 
controlled schools: Director 
of Education Leslie Stephen, 



schools advisers Roy Davey, 
Janet Bartlett, Jo Fageant, 
Jenny Lee and Julie Mintern. 
Wed 3 Blenheim: clergy 
Roger FJumphreys, Andrew 
Parkinson, Shaun FJenson, 
David Muston, Stephen Pix, 
Brian Wood; LLM Celia 
FJumphreys, Ben Knighton. 
Thu 4 St Birinus Eynsham 
and Cassington: clergy Morey 
Andrews, David Salter, John 
Underwood, Roger Aston; 
LLM Neil Grady; youth 
worker Amy Dal wood. 

Fri 5 Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy David Tyler, 
Jackie Gardner, Sister Mary 
Britt, Peter Ball; LLM Clive 
Berry, FJugh Dalton, Elizabeth 
Sharpies; pastoral assistants 
John Fox, Peter Langley. 

Sat 6 Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa: for the 

churchwardens and all 
involved in appointing a new 
priest-in-charge. 

Sun 7 Trinity 16 North 
Leigh: clergy Miri Keen; 
half-time youth worker 
Simon Hodgkins 
Mon 8 Birth of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

Aston with North Aston and 
Tackley: clergy Stephen 



M’Caw, Sarah Parkinson. 
Tue 9 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew 
and Sandford St Martin: 
clergy Graeme Arthur. 

Wed 1 0 Wootton with 
Glympton and Kiddington: 
clergy Stephen Jones; LLM 
Jenny Wagstaffe 
Thu 1 1 Wycombe 

Deanery. For area dean 
David Picken; associate area 
dean Robert Jennings; synod 
lay chair Ann Cartland; for 
the Night Shelter Project in 
Wycombe; for a Chaplaincy 
for Wycombe; for the 
‘Though we are many’ 
Deanery Conference to be 
led by Resource4 in October. 
Fri 12 Flackwell Heath: 
clergy Christopher Bull, 
Martin Courtney, Graham 
Hartnell; LLM Sue Simpson; 
youth and children’s worker 
Ellie Wartew. 

Sat 13 Great Marlow with 
Marlow Bottom, Little 
Marlow and Bisham, Team 
Ministry: clergy Nick 

Molony, Elizabeth 

Macfarlane, Dani Munoz- 
Trivino, Gabrielle Smith; 
LLM John Bustin. 

Sun 14 Trinity 17 Holy 



Cross Day Racial Justice 
Sunday We give thanks for 
ethnic and cultural diversity. 
For the work of the 
Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice: patron the 
Bishop of Buckingham; 
adviser Raj Patel; the 
archdeaconry link-persons. 
Mon 15 High Wycombe 
Deaf Church: clergy Ben 
Whitaker. 

Tue 16 Hambleden Valley 
Group: clergy John Wigram, 
Mieke Gaynor, Raschel 
Wigram; LLM Annette 
Jackson 

Wed 1 7 For deanery 
chapters, especially the 
clerks, and their 
opportunities to serve clergy. 
Thu 18 Hazlemere: clergy 
Clive Collier, Michael 
Wynter; pastoral worker 
Derek Hopwood. 

Fri 19 Hedsor with Bourne 
End: clergy Ann Trew, 

Rosemary Payne. 

Sat 20 John Coleridge 
Patteson , bp & companions , 
martyrs. High Wycombe 
Team Ministry. All Saints: 
clergy David Picken, Nicky 
Skipworth, Stephen Whitmore, 
Paul Willis: LLM Maureen 



Lampard. 

Sun 21 Trinity 18 

Matthew ; Apostle and 

Evangelist High Wycombe 
Group, St Andrew: clergy 
Simon Dust, Elaine Carr; 
LLM Barbara Prior; pastoral 
assistant H Graham 
Mon 22 High Wycombe 
Group, St Anne and St Peter: 
clergy Mary Gurr. St Mary 
and St George: clergy Susie 
Simpson. 

Tue 23 High Wycombe 
Group, St Birinus and St 
John: clergy Stephen 

Whitmore, Marie Jackson, 
Peter Viney, Ruth Wooster; 
church army Joe Farnand; 
LLM Josie Martin, Allison 
Smale; pastoral assistant 
Janice Allerston. 

Wed 24 Ember Day High 
Hughenden: clergy Simon 
Cronk, Frederick Friend; 
LLM Bill Geers. 

Thu 25 Loudwater: clergy 
Timothy Butlin; LLM David 
Clarke, Patrick Finlay. 

Fri 26 Wilson Carlile, 
founder of the Church Army, 
Ember Day For the work of 
the Church Army. 

Sat 27 Ember Day South 
Chilterns Group Ministry 



Lane End with Cadmore End: 
clergy Robert Jennings; LLM 
Geoff Brown, John Coombs. 
Stokenchurch with Ibstone; 
clergy Alistair France. 

Sun 28 Trinity 19 Terriers: 
clergy Tony Dickinson; LLM 
Valerie Evans. 

Mon 29 St Michael and All 
Angels West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage: clergy Nigel 
Lacey, Veronica Beaumont, 
Linda Richardson, Eric 
Nicholson. 

Tue 30 Wooburn: clergy 
Martin Wallington: pastoral 
assistant Brenda Hadley. 
Those to be ordained deacon 
or priest and the parishes 
where they will serve. Give 
thanks for those who provide 
education, training and 
guidance before and after 
ordination. The candidates 
for ordination and their 
training incumbents, for 
their families and all who 
support them, for theii 
places of sector ministry and 
employment. 



the Door closes 




Lambeth 

privilege 



By Fay Tucker 



THERE were many moments during the 
Lambeth Conference 2008 when I felt 
privileged to be a member of the stewarding 
team. I had the opportunity to attend a 
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, to be a 
steward for the Walk of Witness through 
London and to celebrate Eucharist with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

During one of the stewarding team’s services, 
we all shared the peace with each of the 
members of the family that we, as a group, 
had become. It was a truly memorable 
moment. For me, the fellowship between 
stewards was a valued aspect of the 
conference. For five weeks, I was part of a 
diverse team of more than 50 stewards, from 
across the Anglican Communion. Our role 
involved manning gates and doors, 
distributing equipment, checking identity 
passes, helping with the arrivals and 
departures procedures, and loading coaches 
when the delegates required transport. 

We also felt we had the opportunity to be a 
positive and cheerful presence throughout 
Lambeth. We worked hard but our pastoral, 
spiritual and social needs were far surpassed. 
I have strengthened my Anglican identity, 
made friends all over the world, and had a 
wonderful time. I am grateful for the 
opportunity to experience the Anglican 
Communion in such a way. 

Fay Tucker is 19 and attends Holy Trinity ; 
Theale 
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It’s show-time 



Each summer, hundreds of our churches and Christian 
groups reach out to their local communities with 
fetes, festivals, fun days and holiday clubs. Some have 
gone one step further... 



AS weary revellers stagger from 
their tents each morning during 
the Reading Festival at the end of 
August, the sight of a tea-bar 
offering free refreshments is a real 
blessing. 

For nearly 10 years now, 
volunteers of Faith Christian 
Group (FCG) - a non- 
denominational charity supported 
by individuals and churches in 
and around the town have 
operated the tea-bar in Greyfriars' 
Church car park each day, 
offering free breakfasts, drinks 
and snacks. 

Malcolm Peirce, executive 
director of FCG, explains: ‘Lots 
of people can’t believe we’re 
giving something for free at a 
festival. We see it as a fantastic 
opportunity to share Jesus with 
people. 

‘Over the four days we take the 
chance to enjoy a conversation 
over coffee with thousands of 
young people. 

‘They’re not needy in the 
obvious sense, but lots of them 
are seeking. We’re regularly told 
that if church and church people 



were more like this they would 
come along.’ 

He thanked Greyfriars' Church 
for their support throughout the 
year, and especially at festival 
time. 

Dirty work in Oxford 

Volunteers from the churches in 
East Oxford got down to some 
dirty work in July at the Cowley 
Carnival, with a massive clean-up 
operation during and after the 
event. 

The churches were also 
involved in children’s 
entertainment, welcome, and 
providing refreshments during the 
annual carnival, which attracts 
around 20,000 people. 

The Revd Bruce Gillingham, 
Area Dean, said a kids’ cafe and 
clean up project saw Christians 
working in partnership across age 
and denomination: ‘Everyone had 
their role to play - It was God’s 
family having fun!’ 

At St Mary and St John a 
welcome zone and quiet area was 
provided, as well as trips up the 




Free breakfast is a welcome sight at Reading Festival Photo FCG 



tower to watch the carnival with 
a ‘God’s eye view’. 

Elsewhere, volunteers offered 
storytelling, mime, face painting, 
balloons, posters and ‘crazy fun’ 
with a Hope 08 theme. 

Mr Gillingham said: ‘All of the 
activities enabled us to get 
involved with the community.’ 

New venture for 
Claydon Deanery 

In Buckinghamshire, churches in 
the Claydon Deanery stepped into 
the unknown on 28 August, at the 
Bucks County Show. 

Volunteers representing the 
teams and benefices in the area 
came together at the show to 
man a marquee full of 
information about all that 
happens in their churches and 
communities. 

The Revd Belinda Searle- 



Evans, priest in charge of 
Winslow with Great Horwood 
and Addington, says: ‘Lots of 
our churches already have events 
in their own communities each 
summer, but we wanted to reach 
out further, to people who might 
not usually come to church, to 
show them just what’s available.’ 
The marquee had exhibitions, 
information and friendly faces to 
welcome visitors .and answer any 
questions. 

Belinda says: ‘This was very 
much a test case. We didn’t know 
how it would work.’ 

She said the volunteers were 
expecting to enjoy being part of 
the show and to learn from their 
experiences. 

She added: ‘We will hopefully 
return next year, bigger and 
better.’ 




THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

BY DAVID WINTER 
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‘For the message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 

‘HOLY CROSS’ day occurs on 14 September. 
Originally it commemorated the alleged 
discovery of remnants of the ‘true cross’ of 
Christ in the early middle ages. It’s been said 
that if all the bits of the ‘true cross’ 
venerated at that time were put together you 
would have one bigger than St Peter’s, Rome. 
Today, in all the churches, the day is 
principally seen as an opportunity to reflect 
on the.meaning and significance of the cross. 
As the Collect for the Day puts it, in the 
passion of Christ God ‘made an instrument 
of painful death to be for us the means of life 
and peace’. 

The prayer goes on to urge us ‘so to glory in 
the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 
for his sake’. It was only for a few years that 
crucifixion was used by the Romans as a 
means of execution. It would be nice to think 
that they abandoned it because it was one of 
the most painful and barbaric ways of 
putting a person to death. In fact, the 
Romans found that it used up too many 
trees. But within a short time the cross - a 
means of public execution - had become the 
universal Christian symbol, and has 
remained so through the history of the faith. 



To keep the cross before us is constantly to 
remind ourselves of the paradox expressed in 
the Collect. As St Paul put it, this means of 
death - ‘foolishness’ to the Greeks, a 
‘scandal’ to the Jews - is for Christians ‘the 
power of God’. It looked like abject 
weakness; in fact it was life and strength. But 
the challenge of the cross goes even further 
than that, because Jesus called his followers 
to take up their own crosses and follow him 
(Mark 8:34). His first hearers would have 
known what he meant, even though his 
words were spoken some time before his 
crucifixion. They had seen condemned 
prisoners carrying their crosses to the place 
of execution, as Jesus himself did. They had 
also seen the pain, the ignominy, the ridicule 
and abuse that accompanied the carrying of 
the cross. On Holy Cross day we can indeed 
recall the suffering of our Saviour and give 
thanks that through his death we can find 
‘life and peace’. But we can also recognise 
that on the path of life which Christians are 
called to follow there will sometimes be 
suffering, ridicule and abuse to be accepted 
for his sake. He never said it would be easy, 
only that it led all the way to the Father. To 
‘take up the cross’ is to identify ourselves 
with the One who for our sakes endured the 
ultimate of pain and humiliation in order 
that we might be forgiven, and eventually 
share the joy of his risen life. 
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Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books including Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 2008 ), The Bible Made Clear 
and Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008 ) 
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'What is the 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 
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